Chapter 14

THE REVELATION TO JOHN
OUTLINE CHAPTER 14

L Chapter 14 continues with the parenthetical insert between the trumpet judgments
ending chapter 11 and the bowl judgments beginning chapter 15.

IL. Following the literary style of presentation seen in chapters 12-13, it is to be
viewed in retrospect to certain events, but primarily emphasizes the events
revolving around the last half of Daniel’s 70" week to its conclusion.

111 This chapter is designed to contrast the apparent victory for the “unholy trinity”
and kingdom of Antichrist with the real victory found in God’s plan.

IV. Tt fills in parallel events with Antichrist’s activities to indicate he never truly has
an upper hand over God and is destined for defeat.

V. These events include:
A. The Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion. Vss.1-5
B. Three angelic messengers:
1. The international evangelist. Vss.6-7
2. The announcement of the fall of Babylon. Vs.8
3. The warning against worship of the beast. Vss.9-11
C. The declaration of the faithful and blessed dead. Vss.12-13
D. The reapers of the earth’s harvest:

1. The Son of Man’s harvest. Vss.14-16
2. The angel and the grape harvest. Vss.17-20

EXEGESIS VERSES 1 - 3:

GNT Revelation 14:1 Kol eisov, kol i8ob to apviov €0tTOC €Ml TO 0po¢ LWV Kol HeT
a0TOD €KATOV TEOOEPAKOVTH TEOONPEC YLALAOEC €xouvonl TO Ovopn adTod Kol TO OVoue
70D TaTPOC dTOD YeEYPUPUEVOY €L TV LETWTWY alTOV.

NAS Revelation 14:1 And I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount
Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, Az( (cc) eldov, opdw
(viaa--1s; subject = John) «kai (cc) (6oU (exclam.part.; "Look!/Behold!") 10 doviov
(d.a. + n-nn-s; "the little lamb") <éorog [ornue (adj. ptc./PF/a/nn-s; "standing"; the
perfect notes a permanent posture) éri (pa) t0 Opoc (d.a. + n-an-s; "the mountain")
2wy (n-gf-s; "of Zion"; used 7x; 6x ref. to Israel; Ix spiritually for the Church,
Heb.12:22) kal (cc) per’ uerd (pg) avrod avtdg (npgm3s; ref. the Lamb) éxarov (card.
adj./nf-p; "one hundred") teooecpdkovra (card.adj./nf-p; "forty") téooapes (card.ad]./nf-
p; "four") yididdec yididc (n-nf-p; "thousand'; same construction as Rev.7:4) having

His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. ¢éyovonr éw
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(adj.ptc./p/a/nf-p; "having") avrob avrog (npgm3s) 10 ovoue (d.a. + n-an-s; "name”
kal (cc) 10 ovoua (d.a. + n-an-s) avrod avtds (npgm3s) tob 0 matpos matnp (d.a. + n-
gm-s; "Father") yeypouuévor ypdgw (adj.ptc./PF/p/an-s; "written") émi (pg) avtwv.

avtog (npgm3p; ref. 144,000) tov 6 uerwnwy uétwmov (d.a. + n-gn-p; "foreheads”)

GNT Revelation 14:2 kal fkovoe Gy & tod 0Uparod W¢ PNy LOATWY TOAADY Kol
we dwrny Ppovtfic peyaAng, kol 1) Gwun MY fkovor ¢ KLbapwddy KLbapll{oviwy €&V
TolG KLBaparLg adTdV.

NAS Revelation 14:2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many
waters and like the sound of loud thunder, «ai (cc) rkovon drovw (viaa--1s;
subj.=John) ¢wvny ¢wrn (n-af-s; "a voice/sound") éx (pAbl) tol O olparod ovpavog
(d.a. + n-Ablm-s) ¢ (compara. conj.; "like/as") ¢wvny ¢wvr (n-af-s; "voice/sound”)
TOAAGDY MoAUs (a--gn-p; "many/much”) védrwr Uéwp (n-gn-p; "water") kal (cc) wg
(compar.conj.) ¢wvny ¢wvn (n-af-s; "a sound") upeyding, uéyag (a--gf-s; "great/loud”)
Boovtic Boovrr (n-gf-s; "thunder”) and the voice which I heard was like the sound of
harpists playing on their harps. «a/ (cc) 1 ¢wrr (d.a. + n-nf-s; "the voice/sound")
nv o¢ (rel. pro./af- s; "which") fxovoa akovw (viaa--1s) ¢ (compar.conj.) kiBepwdoy
kLBapwddc (n-gm-p; "the harpist/the musician”; used 2x; Rev.18:22) kiOapi{ovrwy
ktBapilw (adj.ptc./p/a/gm-p; "playing/strumming"; used 2x; 1Cor.14:7) év (pL) avtov.
avtog (npgm3p) taic 1 kibdpais kibdpe (d.a. + n-dL-p; "harps/lyres/stringed

instruments"; same as 5:8)

GNT Revelation 14:3 kol &Sovowr [ic] O&W kawiy &vdmior Tod Bpdvov kol évdsmiov
TOV T€00apwV (YWY Kol TOV TPEoPuTépwy, kal o08elg €d0vato pabely Ty Wdny €l un
ol €KOTOV TEOOEPAKOVT TEOOMPES XLALAOEG, OL NYOPAOWEVOL &mo ThC YAg.

NAS Revelation 14:3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four
living creatures and the elders; «a/ (cc) ddovov déw (vipa--3p; "they keep on
singing") «¢ (compar.conj.; "as") kaiwwvny kewog (a--af-s; "new") @ony &on (n-af-s;
"song") évwmov (pg; "before/in the presence of") to0 o0 Gpovov Gpovos (d.a. + n-gm-s;
"the throne") kal (cc) évimov (pg) tév o rteoodpwy téooepes (d.a. + card.adj./gn-p;
"the four") (Wwv {Hov (n-gn-p; "living beings") kal (cc) tWv o mpegfuréowr,
mpeafurepos (ap-gm-p; "the elders"”) and no one could learn the song except the one
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hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. «a/ (cc)
ovbeic (neg.card.adj./nm-s; "no one/not even one") éévvaro Svveuar (vilPFd--3s; "was
able") uabeiv uavbivw (compl.inf./aa; "to learn through instruction”; used 25x) tnv 1
@ony on (d.a. + n-af-s; "the song") €l uij (part. + neg.; "except") ai o (d.a./nfp +)
ékatov (card.adj./nf-p; "one hundred") teooepdxovra (card.adj./nf-p; "forty") téooepeg
(card.adj./nf-p; "four") yididde, yidide (n-nf-p; "thousand") of ¢ nyopaguévor
ayopdlw (d.a. + adj.ptc./PF/p/nm-p; "the ones having been purchased/redeemed") damo
(pAbl) th¢c n yhc. vi (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the earth/land")

ANALYSIS VERSES 1 - 3:

1. Chapter 14 begins with a drastic change of vision as noted in the exclamatory opening
clause, “And I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion”.

2. His vision is to be viewed in retrospect contextually to Antichrist’s kingdom and his
apparent victory in the A/C expounded upon in Chapter 13.

3. As noted, that victory is represented in the establishment of his image in the temple of
Jerusalem being his religious coup de grace over the world. Rev.13:14-15
cp.Mat.24:15

4. The image further represents the hub for his political and economic control over the

world. Rev.13:16-17

In spite of all this, John now sees Christ standing on Mount Zion.

6. That Christ is again referred to as the little Lamb contextually is designed to
emphasize another misperception of the world.

7. That is the seemingly passive nature of God’s plan throughout Daniel’s 70" week in
the face of Antichrist hostility.

8. The perfect participle “standing/iotnut - histemi” indicates that Christ has assumed
an immovable posture both physically and spiritually. Cp. its use Joh.1:26

9. It harks back to Jesus’ claim over Israel and the world as the Kinsman Redeemer.
Rev.5:1-5

10. No matter who or how His rights may be challenged in this regard, His legal claim
remains irrevocable.

11. Mount Zion is literal here to emphasize that Jesus’ geographical place for rule is to
be in Jerusalem, Israel. Psa.2:6; 110:2; Mic.4:2

12. The term Zion is used interchangeably for the city of Jerusalem to indicate her
stronghold, place of worship and home for her King. Psa.48:1-3; 51:18-19

13. Zion is located in the land of Judah, the very tribe of kings from which Christ would
arise. Psa.78:68 cp.Rev.5:5

14. That Christ is seen standing on/over (éni - epi w/accus.) Mount Zion is symbolic of
His destiny to ultimately defeat the Antichrist regime in lieu of His seemingly passive
role during this 7 year historical interim. Cp.Rev.14:14-20; 17:14

15. That He is not to be figured alone in His victory over Antichrist is seen by those that
accompany Him in this vision, “and with Him one hundred and forty-four
thousand”.

bt
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

The 144,000 in view looks back in retrospect to the 12,000 of each 12 tribes listed in
Rev.7:4-8.

As noted in those verses, these are 144,000 male Jewish converts that are sealed by
God at the onset of Daniel’s 70™ week. Rev.7:3b cp.14:4c

They are now visualized as standing with Christ with the same destiny of victory
over Antichrist as He will realize.

They too appear with Christ just as immovable and unscathed by the Antichrist
regime as their Lord.

This is designed to emphasize the significance behind their initial sealing in Rev.7:3
now described for us in terms of “having His name and the name of His Father
written on their foreheads”.

Christ’s and the Father’s name written on their foreheads looks in contextual
retrospect to the mark of the beast and his name on the foreheads of unbelievers.
Rev.13:16-17

Just as everyone that receives the mark of the beast is destined for eternal judgment
(Rev.14:9-11), so the 144,000 sealed with the mark of God are so destined to share in
Christ’s victory.

The 144,000’s seal looks to the insurance given them by God that they will prevail
throughout the tribulation and emerge physically to rule with Christ in the
Millennium.

All of these are destined to survive the entire 7 years.

In contrast to Antichrist policy of killing believers, the 144,000 will all escape this
vicious genocide campaign and are symbolically pictured with Christ in a permanent
posture of “standing” throughout the trib ultimately securing their own destined roles
in Israel.

These men have been dispersed over all the nations to evangelize and that they are
now seen grouped together with Christ further points to the end result of their
ministry based on their identification with Him.

While both the name of Christ and the Father are mentioned as the marked
impression of their seal, it is not known whether either both names will be on all or
distributed singly with both being used.

In either case, the combination points to the fact that the 144,000 are sealed for the
express purpose of representing the POG as centered on Christ.

The 144,000 are uniquely set aside by God as witnesses to the world that the
Antichrist regime is not all powerful and that God’s elect will prevail.

That they remain immune to Antichrist policy throughout is to parallel Christ’s
immunity under the POG.

In vs.2, John then hears an audible designed to accompany the vision, “And I heard
a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud
thunder”.

That John hears the audible from heaven further indicates that the vision itself is
from the perspective of planet earth (literal Mount Zion).

While there are various sounds that accompany the voice heard, we know that what
is in view is a choir of sorts as the plural subject “they sang a new song” in vs.3a
indicates.
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

While vs.3 makes clear we cannot know the lyrics to this song, we are given
information to help appreciate its existence.

The attributing sounds associated with the voice are designed to be symbolic as seen
by 4 uses of the conjunction “like/w¢ — hos” in vss.3-4.

The subject voice is first symbolized in a general way as it is introduced with out the
definite article beginning vs.3.

The phrase “sound of many waters” is symbolic for God’s omnipotence.
Cp.Rev.1:15

This looks to God’s power unrestrained as applied to the song.

The “sound of loud thunder” is symbolic for God’s expression of judgment.
Cp.Rev.4:5; 6:1; 8:5; 10:3,4; 11:19

These two symbols together denote the song is Divinely inspired.

. They implicate God and Christ as its author and that the song will highlight their un-

restraining omnipotence in judgment.

The 2™ clause becomes more specific with the use of the definite article and term
voice, “and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on
their harps”.

While the audible is designed to mentally hear music as beautiful as the sounds of a
harp, it too is symbolic.

The Greek emphasizes the musicians that would be playing the harps.

This looks back to the use of harps in association with prophesying in the O.T.
1Sam.10:5; 1Chr.25:1,3 cp.Rev.5:8

While the song is Divinely inspired centering on God’s power and justice, more
specifically it is prophetic in its message.

Vs.3 informs us that what John heard was actually a heavenly choir, “And they sang
a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the
elders”.

What is not clear in the English, but is in the Greek, is that this song is actually sung
in a symbolic way.

This is seen in the 4™ use of the conjunction “like/w¢ — hos” in the opening phrase
translated literally “And they keep on singing like (symbolically) a new song”.

The actual audible sounds that are symbolic of it lyrics are not stated, though the
sounds John now records could suffice.

The choir itself is unidentified as to participants, but we might surmise it is angelic as
their audience includes the 24 elders that would represent the Church.

That we would exclude tribulational martyrs is at least inferred in the remainder of
vs.3, “and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four
thousand who had been purchased from the earth”.

That the direct audience is God’s throne, the 4 living beings and the 24 elders
implicates God’s Sovereignty (throne), the execution and praise of His reign (4
living beings) and the reigning participants with Him (24 elders) as the objects
behind the earlier symbolism.

In other words, this new divinely inspired prophetic song praising God’s power in
judgment centers on the execution of His reign at the 2™ Advent and those that will
reign with Him.

By all appearances, it is a new prophetic song of Millennial proportions.
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What is further unique is that no others than the 144,000 are able to GAP its symbolic
lyrics (it doesn’t say they go around singing it, only that others could not learn it).
The imperfect tense of the verb “could/were able/6Uvapor — dunamai” indicates
continuous past action of those not able to GAP the songs lyrics.

This relates to the period of Daniel’s 70™ week setting the 144,000 apart as unique in
their ability to GAP the words.

This implicates the uniqueness of the song itself with the uniqueness of the 144,000
and their ministry.

What is unique about the 144,000 is that they are sealed with a destiny of survival
throughout the tribulation sharing victory with Christ in the end.

What is unique about this song is that its lyrics prophesy new specific Millennial
doctrine that only they will be privy too among God’s elect.

Vs.13 suggests that the 144,000 will be the first (and only) of God’s elect prior to the
2" Advent to share with Christ new Millennial doctrine not otherwise recorded in
Scripture.

This would be a perk for their +V to stand fast with Christ throughout their ministries.
In contrast to the dark outcome presented by Antichrist, these are made privy to
future realities that no one else has yet to understand.

In contrast to —V adhering to the system of Antichrist, these men are living their lives
based on new millennial realities of which they well be a part.

They are viewed in this vein as witnesses to the world that look beyond the physical
of tribulational history to new spiritual realities of God’s kingdom.

Hence, the emphasis on their destiny with Christ in the vision itself.

. Again, the verse does not stipulate that they present this new doctrine to others, only

that they are the only ones to GAP it during the trib.

They are given early insight into some of the new doctrine that will become available
to others of the Millennium at the 2" Advent of the H.S. Joe.2:15

The final phrase, “who had been purchased from the earth” points to their own Ph;
redemption in the Person of Christ.

In spite of their uniqueness in and experiential fidelity to (vss.4-5) God’s plan, it is
observed that they too are sinful men in need of salvation.

This portion of the verse is designed to highlight the fact that no matter their special
place in the POG, all glory reverts back to Christ.
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN
EXEGESIS VERSES 4 - 5:

GNT Revelation 14:4 obtol elow ol petd yvvak@v olk éuoAlvenoav, mapévol yap
elowy, obtoL ol dkoiouBodvteg T® dpriw Omov AV LTAYY. oLTOL Nyopacdnowy Amd TGOV
AVOPWTWY GTapyN TG 0e) Kol T¢) apViw,

NAS Revelation 14:4 These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for
they have kept themselves chaste. odrol ovroc (near dem.pro./nm-p; "these men")
elow elul (vipa--3p; "keep on being") ol o¢ (rel.pro./nm-p; "those") ovk ov (neg +)
uolvvbnoar, poivvw (viap--3p; "have not been defiled/made unclean/soiled"; same
Rev.3:4) uerd (pg; "with") yvvaikaov yovr (n-gf-p; "women") ydp (explan.conj.) elowv,
eui (vipa--3p; "they keep on being") mapbévor mapbévoc (n-nm-p; "chaste/virgins';
used 15x) These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. odro. ovrog
(near dem.pro./nm-p) oi 0 d@kolovBoivres axoiovbéw (d.a. + adj.ptc./p/a/nm-p; "are
following/coming along after") t@ 10 dpviw dpviov (d.a. + n-dn-s; "the Lamb") &mov
(cs; "where/what place") d&v (part. uncertainty; hence, "wherever" +) Umdyn. Umidyw
(vspa--3s; "He might go/depart to"”") These have been purchased from among men as
first fruits to God and to the Lamb. odror ovroc (near dem.pro/nm-p) nyopdobnoav
ayopdiw (viap--3p; "have been purchased/redeemed") amo (pAbl; "from") twr o
avfourwr dvowros (d.a. + n-Ablm-p; "mankind/among men") dmapyr (n-nf-s; "first
fruits/first converts”; used 9x) 1@ 0 bep Gedc (d.a. + n-dm-s) kai (cc) @ 10 dpriw,

apviov (d.a. + n-dn-s)

ONT Revelation 14:5 kal & t¢ otdpatt adtdy ody ebpédn Peddoc, dpwpol elowy.

NAS Revelation 14:5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless. «a/
(cc) ouvy ov (neg. +) Yebboc (n-nn-s; '"falsehood/lie/error; used 10x)  elpébn
etploka(viap--3s; "was found") év (pL) avtdv avtds (npgm3p; ref. these men/144,000)
T 10 orduatt ortdue (d.a. + n-dn-s; "mouth/instrument used to communicate") eloiv.
el  (vipa--3p; "the keep on  being") duwuol  duwuog  (a--nm-p;
"blameless/unblemished/without fault"; used 8x)

ANALYSIS VERSES 4 - 5:

1. In verses 4-5, John is given Divine revelation to supply us with more information
regarding the uniqueness of the 144,000’s ministry.
2. Again, these verses are to be contrasted with the Antichrist regime.
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3. That their lives are uniquely preserved to enter into the Millennium with Christ, the
impact of their ministries are especially noteworthy.

4. John uses the near demonstrative pronoun “these/6uvto¢ — houtos” 3x to detail 3
aspects of their ministry as it relates to their relationship with:

A. Women.
B. The Lamb.
C. Other believers during the trib.

5. The first clause has stirred much debate as to its exact meaning, “These are the ones
who have not been defiled with women”.

6. Since we are dealing with the Age of Israel during Daniel’s 70" week, many take the
term “defiled/uoAvw — moluno” as emphasizing ceremonial uncleanness. Lev.15
cp.1Sam.21:4-5

7. Others interpret it as figurative to indicate that these men are essentially ascetic
refusing to participate not only in sexual immorality, but in worldly pursuits of all
kinds.

8. Still others read into it that any sexual relationship with a woman and hence,
marriage, is to be viewed in a negative sense.

9. The verse itself explains for us the intent behind the defilement, “for they have kept
themselves chaste”.

10. Literally, the Greek renders this clause, “for they keep on being virgins”.

11. It denotes that their focus in life is not for the purpose of pursuing a marital
relationship, rather it is for the purpose of remaining single isolating their STA’s
completely in this regard.

12. The O.T. reference to ceremonial uncleanness is ok if it is understood under the basic
principle of what it taught, isolation of the STA.

13. What these 144,000 virgin Jewish males are willing to do throughout their ministry is
to sufficiently isolate their STA, phallic or otherwise, in order to pursue a single life
niche that will leave them as unencumbered as possible. Cp.1:Cor.7:32-35

14. That they keep on remaining chaste in this regard is evidence of their determination
and will power to pursue God’s plan for their ministries at all expense.

15. While there is nothing wrong with marriage, these men will have an itinerary that
will take them all over the world during a time of immense danger and catastrophes
and the last thing they need is concern for a spouse as distraction.

16. Vs.4a is designed to emphasize that the 144,000 are totally committed to their calling
of ministry willing to forego even the legitimate things in life to ensure their success.

17. In addition, it indicates the discipline they exercise over their STA’s to evidence their
witness of the life to those around them in this regard.

18. Their ministry is in stark contrast to the Antichrist/false prophet philosophy of a
world designed to indulge the STA and pursuits of the flesh.

19. While the world will have the witness of the life of Satanic viewpoint in this regard,
they will always have along side them the 144,000 contrasting with the ability to
isolate the STA in celibacy as a rebuke.

20. Through Bible doctrine the 144,000 will recognize it is God’s will that they remain
celibate throughout their lives.

21. They will be totally committed and refuse to compromise in this area.
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

The next relationship focuses on Christ, “These are the ones who follow the Lamb
wherever He goes™.

The participle, “the ones who follow/dkoiovBéw — akolutheo” can indicate a literal
following behind or in conjunction with another (Rev.4:20) or metaphorically to
indicate discipleship. Mat.4:20,22,25; 8:23; 9:9

The verb is used 6x in Revelation and the other 5x it carries with it the more literal
sense. Rev.6:8; 14:8,9,13; 19:14

While their discipleship and devotion is unquestionable having already been
addressed, it is the more literal sense that now becomes the focus.

That the 144,000 are destined to survive the trib and enter into the Millennium with
Christ in their natural bodies (vs.14), this relationship now points to that premise.

. As Christ establishes His Millennial kingdom at the pnd Advent, the 144,000 will

comprise an immediate entourage of disciples that will serve Christ on His behalf.
This clause harks back to their destiny with Christ presented via the new Millennial
song of prophecy that the 144,000 will GAP during the trib.

It is obvious these men have a communicating ministry of evangelizing during the
trib and they will take these ministries with them into the Millennium.

We might surmise then, that their Millennial ministries will center on new doctrine
necessary for believers to adjust with this new dispensation.

They will function as Millennial Prophets/Pastor-Teachers helping Christ in orienting
others to BD wherever He goes.

The indefinite phrase “wherever He might go” further indicates that Christ is viewed
now mobile upon earth, a fact not true during His session, which the trib is a part.

The 144,000 will retain their commitment to their ministries and part of their Ph;
blessing for remaining celibate throughout will come in the Millennium where they
will constantly be associated with the Lamb.

The 144,000’s destiny with Christ is seen in stark contrast with the destiny of
unbelievers that adhere to the ministry of Antichrist and the false prophet. Rev.14:9-
11; 19:20

Their impact of ministry will go beyond the trib into an undetermined time in the
Millennial future as a witness of the life to all around them.

The 3™ relationship contrasts their relationship with other tribulational believers,
“These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the
Lamb”.

Again, the redeeming quality of the Ph; salvation is emphasized. Cp.vs.3

the timing of their salvation.

The phrase “from among men” contrasts this timing with the entire populace of the
world especially those that will become believers during the trib.

The term “first fruits/dmapyn - aparche” is used figuratively in the N.T. to indicate
those that are of the first converts of any particular locale. Rom.16:5; 1Cor.16:15

. That the 144,000 are called first fruits indicates that they are essentially the first

converts to the faith that will appear in Daniel’s 70™ week.
As we discussed in our notes of Rev.7:3ff, their conversion will occur immediately
into the trib, a fact now confirmed.
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

Who evangelizes them is not explicitly known, though the 2 witnesses are good
candidates.

Whoever evangelizes them aside, the fact remains that these men jump on the
salvation bandwagon at the onset of the trib and comprise the first group of converts
that will arise from this period of history.

. In so doing, they are set aside to God and to the Lamb.
46.
47.

Again, the evidence is the seal on their foreheads (vs.1).

The dative of the terms “God and Lamb” indicates a conversion that indirectly is
designed to serve the POG and Jesus Christ.

This at least implies that the direct recipients of their conversion looks to their
ministries of converting others around them through their evangelistic roles.

As the first fruits to God and the Lamb, the 144,000 become the leading players to
convert yet a larger significant number of souls during the trib in their service to the
POG.

This is in contrast to the Antichrist and false prophet being the leading players to
convert —V to Satan and his plan.

They become Christ’s primary disciples to take BD to believers in one dispensation to
ultimately introduce new doctrine for the next dispensation.

This is not unlike the 12 disciples at the 1* Advent whose early conversions and
calling placed them into the unique category of evangelizing in one dispensation
(Mat.10:1-7) and then teaching new doctrine in the next (Rom.16:25).

The difference here is that Christ will begin with 12,000 x 12 converts that begin their
ministry in His absence but ultimately fulfill it in His presence.

Vs.5 then summarily highlights the integrity of their communicating ministry, “And
no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless”.

This verse is indicative of the positive remnant that will be found in Israel during this
time as recorded in Zep.3:13.

Further, it equates the integrity of their message with the very One they are seen
standing with in vs.1. Isa.53:9

. The evidence of their worthiness before God as to the uniqueness of their roles and

ministries in the POG is found in their faithfulness to communicate the truth and
willingness not to compromise their message at any turn.

Their ministry in this regard again is in stark contrast to the Antichrist and false
prophet’s messages of deceit. Rev.13:14; 2The.2:10-11

These men have the kind of +V every communicator should so desire in their
responsibility to disseminate the truth to others.

They represent the POG above board and with complete accuracy as to the doctrine at
hand.

The aorist tense of not “found” emphasizes their integrity for the entire period of
Daniel’s 70™ week, even in the midst of all the persecution, dangers and
contradictions that surround them.

This is what experientially qualifies them to avoid forfeiting their special places of
ministry in the POG.

The present tense of “they keep on being blameless” in the final phrase then looks to
the ongoing integrity they maintain throughout the entirety of their ministries to
include Millennial.
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64.

65.

66.
67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

The term “blameless/éuwpog — amomos” conjures up the image of the O.T. sacrificial

system.

It harks to animal sacrifice that pictures Christ’s work on the cross and the fact that

the animal had to be without physical defect. 1Pet.1:19 cp.Heb.9:14

Here, it is applied to these men with respect to the entirety of their Ph,.

It looks to the fact that their overt conduct will be found adequate for them to receive

maximum blessing in the presence of Christ in the Age to come. Jud.1:24

This word does not demand that they were morally perfect or sinless in their Christian

lives, only that they were beyond reproach to any legitimate censure.

The 144,000 not only talk the talk, but they walk the walk indicative of a ministry

destined for maximum blessing with the Lamb.

They are seen:

A. To be totally oriented and committed to their niche and calling.

B. Completely dedicated to representing their Lord and Savior destined for future
blessing.

C. Premier forerunners for other +V to appeal and look to for example in their
service to the POG.

D. Forthright and completely honest in their communication of truth to others.

E. Beyond legitimate reproach in their CWL.

When one combines the high level of their applications across the board, it is no

wonder their impact and uniqueness of ministry as has been so revealed.

They provide the reader with a taste of what kind of +V will emerge out of Daniel’s

70™ week in contrast to a completely evil environment.
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ESEGESIS VERSES 6 — 7:
ONT Revelation 14:6 Kal elsov &ilov &yyeiov metdpevor & pecOUpaVhuatL, &ovte

edayyérLor alwviov ebayyeilool €ml Tobg kadnuévoug €ml Thg yAg kel éml mav €0vog
kol QLAY Kol YAQOoOV Kol Acov,

NAS Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal
gospel to preach «al (cc) elbov opdw (viaa--1s) dilov dAloc (a--am-s; "another”; of
the same kind) d&yyelov dyyelog (n-am-s; "angel") metduevov mérouar (adj.ptc./p/d/am-
s; "flying"; same as 4:7; 8:13; 12:14) év (pL) peoovpavruart, ucoovpdvnue (n-Ln-s;
"midheaven”; same as 8:13) éyovra €yw (adj.ptc./p/al/am-s; "having") alwviov alwviog
(a--an-s; "an eternal") evayyéiiov (n-an-s; "gospel/good news")  evayyelioat
evayyedilw (inf.purp./aa; "to proclaim/preach”) to those (corrected) sitting on the
earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; é7/ (pa) rtovs o
kaBnuévovs kabnuer (d.a. + subs.ptc./p/d/am-p; "sitting"; not "dwellers" technical for
unbelievers) érl (pg) thic 1 viic yh (d.a. + n-gf-s) kel (cc) éni (pa) mdv mic (a--an-s)
ébvoc (n-an-s; "nation”) kel (cc) @uiny ¢uirn (n-af-s; "tribe/heritage") kai (cc)
yAdooav yidoow (n-af-s; '"tongue/language")  kal (cc)  Awov, Awoc (n-am-s;

"people/race”)

GNT Revelatlon 14:7 keywv v d)wvn ueyakn, (Doﬁnenre TOV Beov kol 80TE ahTE 60&00/
0TL NABev n wpe Thg KpLoewg «0T0D, KoL TPOOKLYNOKTE TG TOLHOAVTL TOV ODPOVOV Kol
TV yiv kol BdAacoar kol Tnyeg LSATWY.

NAS Revelation 14:7 and he said with a loud voice, ""Fear God, and give Him glory,
because the hour of His judgment has come; i¢ywr Aéyw (adj.ptc./p/a/mm-s) év (pl)
ueydAn, uéyeg (a--If-s; "loud/great") gpwvi gwvn (n-If-s) @ofndnre goféw (vimpap--2p;
"Fear", with the aorist, "start fearing"; ingressive = begin and continue) tov ¢ Geov
Geo¢ (d.a. + n-am-s) kai (cc) 60te Sidawut (vimpaa--2p; "give") avre avros (npdm3s)
ootav, 6otx (n-af-s; "glory") 6ti (causal conj.) 1 dpa (d.a. + n-nf-s; "the hour") avroo,
avtog (npgm3s; ref. God) thic 1 kploews kpioig (d.a. + n-gf-s; "judgment/judicial
decision") 1A0ev éoyouar (viaa--3s; "has come”) and worship Him who made the
heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters." «al (cc) mpookvvijoare
mpookvvéw (vmaa--2p; "worship") t¢ 0 moirjioavte moiéw (subs.ptc./a/a/dm-s; "Him who
made") tov o otpavov ovpavos (d.a. + n-am-s; "the heaven") kai (cc) tnv n yiv yh
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

(d.a. + n-af-s) kel (cc) Gdiaooav Gdicoon (n-af-s; "sea") kai (cc) mnyas mnyn (n-af-p;

"springs/fountains"”) Uédrwv. U6wp (n-gn-p; "of water")

ANALYSIS VERSES 6 - 7:

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Vss.6-20 introduces us to a sequence of 6 angels. Rev.14:6,8,9,15,17,18

Further, the 6 can be divided into 2 categories:

A. The 1* 3 are viewed as messenger angels making proclamation to the inhabitants
of the world. Vss.6,8,9

B. The 2™ 3 are viewed as angels whose roles are designed to assist the Son of Man
in judgment upon the planet. Vss.15,17,18 cp.vs.14

The 1% 3 angels further have individual messages to proclaim to men:

A. The 1*"in proclaiming an eternal gospel. Vss.6-7

B. The 2™ in proclaiming the fall of Babylon the Great. Vs.8

C. The 3" in warning of the consequences for receiving the mark of the beast.
Vss.9-11

While the subject angels remain topical as part of the parenthetical insert of chapters

12 — 14, there is a chronological flow that can be attributed to their introductions,

messages and roles in order:

A. The 1% evangelizing angel can be viewed as representing a message looking to
the entire 7 years of Daniel’s 70" week as seen in the term “the hour” in vs.7.
Cp.Rev.3:10

B. The 2" angel then focuses on the 3™ year ~1% month of Daniel’s 70" week upon
the destruction of prophetic Babylon. Cp.Rev.6:12-17

C. The 3™ angel introduces the consequences of worshipping the image of the beast
focusing on the mid-point and 2™ half of the trib.

D. The final 3 angels focus on the conclusion of Daniel’s 70" week and the 2™
Advent.

. This flow of sequential presentation summarizes very nicely an overview of the

chronology we have established as to the septet judgments.

The 1* 3 angels together chronologically represent the 1% 2 septet judgments.

The 1% angel corresponds with the 1% 4 seal judgments picturing the person and
policies of Antichrist throughout the trib while marking the mid-point as a highlight
via the 5™ seal (the mid-point highlighted by the 3™ angel).

. The 2™ angel corresponds with the 6™ seal introducing the fall of Babylon, the 7™

seal and next 6 trumpet judgments.

The 3™ angel corresponds with the DOL presented in the 7™ trumpet chronologically
paralleling Antichrist’ image in the temple at the mid-point bringing us into the 2™
half of the trib.

The final 3 angels are a prelude to the reality of executing the final 7 bowl judgments
concluding Daniel’s 70" week via the 2" Advent.

Chapters 15-16 will pick up with the theme of the final 7 bowl judgments in the 2nd
half filling in the gap of events between the 1** 3 angels and the 2™ 3.

The pattern of presentation with these angels is designed in part to reorient the reader
chronologically preparing them contextually for the final 7 bowl judgments.

That there is a cohesive flow and chronological pattern with all 6 of these angels is
further suggested as each one is introduced as “another angel” of the same kind.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

While their individual messages and roles may differ, their chronological
representations parallel the chronology of Daniel’s 70" week.

While the 2™ — 6™ angel is called “another/éAlog — allos (of the same kind)” for clear
reasons contextually and chronologically, the first that John sees begs for additional
explanation, “And I saw another angel flying in midheaven”.

That the 1* angel is called “another” has posed consternation among interpreters as
they claim no explicit mention of angels since the angelic star wars of Rev.12:7-9, a
scenario detached from our verses.

However, if the conclusion of an angelic choir as the one’s singing in vs.3 is correct,
then John’s statement is apropos seeing an extension of angelic involvement now
being introduced contextually.

Chronologically it harks back to the first use of the phrase “another angel” in
Rev.7:2 in correlation with the 1% parenthesis contextually inserted within the septet
judgments.

Just as that angel’s message is chronologically oriented to the beginning of Daniel’s
70™ week in view of the 144,000, so does our 1% angel chronologically parallel its
beginning (note that both phrases in Rev.7:2 and 14:6 are in the accusative case).

The next use of the phrase “another angel” is in the nominative case in Rev.8:3 in
conjunction with advancing the next septet trumpet judgments chronologically.

This use parallels the chronological advancements represented by the next 5 angels in
our passage also all in the nominative case.

As an alternate interpretation, some try to equate the angel of our verse with the eagle
of 8:13, since both are said to be “flying in midheaven”.

. However, the distinct differences of message and audience between the two begs

otherwise:

A. The eagle is speaking to the earth dwellers (technical for unbelievers), our angel
is speaking to a larger audience, “to those sitting on the earth”.

B. The eagle presents a message of woe, our angel presents the gospel.

Interpretatively, the angel now in view is a dedicated messenger angel commissioned

by God to ensure a gospel presentation is available to all of earth’s inhabitants.

He is designed to be contrasted with all that the Antichrist regime will spawn in

rhetoric and ideology throughout the trib.

In addition he is seen to complement the 144,000’s evangelizing roles in our previous

verses.

It has been suggested this angel is responsible for the 144,000’s own evangelization

making him an acceptable candidate with the 2 witnesses.

These 3 messenger angels point to the fact that God’s word will not only be made

available to mankind throughout Daniel’s 70" week, but the vehicles of evangelizing

are not limited to men, having the very participation of the angelic host.

Men will have no excuse that the Word of God has somehow been diminished in its

availability during the trib and that somehow the truth has been buried.

This is important since all previous believers have been removed from the planet via

the rapture beginning Daniel’s 70" week.

God will ensure that no matter the circumstance one may find himself under during

this period of history, they will have opportunity to make the right choice spiritually.
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32.

33.

34.
35.

36.

37.

38

39.

40.

41.

42.

43

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

God is never limited to ensuring the communication of His word wherever and
whenever necessary. Cp.Luk.19:40

Our angel is seen to be dedicated specifically for the purposes of evangelizing
constantly flying in midheaven with His message.

The message the angel is said to possess is here called an eternal gospel.

The term “gospel/edayyériov — euangelion” literally means “good news” and is the
only time it is used in the book of Revelation.

It looks to the message of the plan of God as it relates to salvation for mankind.
Rom.1:16

The gospel begins with faith in Christ Ph; (Eph.1:13) and can further extend to all
that is necessary for a successful Ph, (1Cor.9:14,16,23).

. Here, the gospel is further characterized as “eternal” highlighting the attribute of

eternal life that its message possesses. Joh.3:16

Further, it highlights its timeless nature indicating its pertinence no matter age or
dispensation.

The audience this angel will enjoy is then told us in the remainder of vs.6, “to those
sitting on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people”.

This first thing we recognize is the difference of participle used here to describe
mankind as “sitting/ka®npor — kathemai” compared to ‘“dwellers/katolkéw —
katoikew” used previously in Revelation. Rev.3:10; 6;10;13:12,14; etc.

Whereas the ones said to be “dwelling” emphasizes unbelievers during this period,
our verb now looks to all having been established on planet earth, believers and
unbelievers alike.

. Mankind is then divided into 4 categories to emphasize their will be no geographical

boundaries or other limits to whom the gospel is proclaimed.

Every nation indicates individual governments will be of no effective deterrence and
this angel’s canon will be worldwide.

Every tribe indicates that one’s heritage or station in life will not make them immune
to hearing..

Every tongue notes there will be no language barrier imposed upon the angel’s
ability to communicate.

Every people notes there is no prejudice with the gospel being freely and impartially
presented to all.

There will be no inhabitant that is not made privy to the gospel audibly as vs.7a then
makes clear, “and he said with a loud voice”.

This angel will exercise his angelic power in broadcasting at decibels sufficient to
attract any human’s attention.

It is the remainder of vs.7 that then gives us the basic form of his gospel presentation,
“Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of
waters”.

The 3 aorist imperatives of the verbs “fear, give and worship” emphasizes the role
of men in response to the gospel by starting the action of each verb.

In other words, while the gospel is available to all, only those that exercise +V to its
message will reap its rewards.
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53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

Vs.7a indicates parallel responses to the convicting ministry of the H.S. as outlined in
Joh.16:8-11.

The fear in view is righteous fear that is the beginning of understanding God
(Pro.2:5) and indicates +V desire to have a relationship with God.

This correlates to the aspect of the gospel presentation that declares men to be in a
fallen state of sin and destined for eternal judgment in separation from God apart
from faith in Christ. Joh.16:9

One must 1* come to an understanding of their need for salvation under the concept
of righteous fear.

To “give Him glory” emphasizes acknowledgment for the need of God’s +R that is
found in the Person of His Son. Joh.16:10

This emphasizes the portion of the gospel message that declares Christ’s work on the
cross as the remedy God has provided for men to secure salvation. 2Cor.5:21
Following righteous fear, one must then come to an understanding that only in the
Person of Christ is salvation obtained. Act.4:12

The 1* 2 imperatives are grouped together as the basic ingredients to secure the
SAJG.

61. In fact, these 2 imperatives essentially sum up the call for salvation in the OT.
Deu.10:12; Psa.33:8; 102:15; Isa.59:19

62. The angel then gives the cause as to why it is imperative for mankind during the trib
to believe, “because the hour of His judgment has come”.

63. The hour in view looks to the entirety of Daniel’s 70" week. Rev.3:10

64. It looks to the final 7 year period of history that will bring about God’s judicial
judgment upon planet earth concluding with Christ’s return. Mat.24:14

65. Upon His return He will separate believers from unbelievers casting all living
unbelievers at the time into eternal punishment. Mat.25:32-33, 41-46

66. It is a statement of ultimate cause attached to the gospel presentation that man is
limited or short lived in time to make this very important decision.

67. Men living in this period of history will at best have 7 years to make the SAJG and
then time is up.

68. God’s judicial judgment in this regards parallels Christ’s legal victory over Satan at
the cross (Joh.16:11) that set the stage for this period of history to occur and Christ to
judicially reign over the earth.

69. Only men living in the trib accepting the Ph; gospel will come to understand the
concept of God’s judgment in this regard and escape the eternal consequences.

70. The final imperative “worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea
and springs of waters” looks to the reality and execution of the 1* 2 imperatives to
fear and give Him glory.

71. Only by making the SAJG can one effectively worship God.

72. Only by maintaining true worship can the believer experientially continue to fear
God and give Him glory.

73. It is the concept of worship that extends the angel’s gospel presentation from Ph; to
Ph.

74. Only by acknowledging one’s continued sin in the life and looking to God for
experiential righteousness does the individual do true obeisance to God. 1Joh.1:9;
ITim.6:11
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7.

78.

79.

80.

81.
82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

Worship of God is not what man perceives worship to be via religiosity, but has
clear parameters set forth in the Word of God. Joh.4:23-24

Worship can be corrupted by virtue of human viewpoint inserting ritual without
reality presenting a form of worship that God despises. Isa.1:10-17; Mat.15:7-9

The command to worship is based on the creative activity of God that is the author of
all life force and sustenance of the world. Joh.1:3

Referencing God in this manner is designed to be viewed against the backdrop of
worshipping the beast and receiving judgment as the alternative to true worship.

It in affect counters any satanic/human viewpoint religiosity claiming strategic
victory on behalf of the world in the name of God.

In other words, to worship the beast demands adherence to a god of religious
ideology that was already strategically defeated some ~2000 years ago at the cross.
That which defeated Satan was the creator of this world.

It harks to the historical philosophy of the last days revolving around the concept of
evolution. Cp.2Pet.3:3-7

In lieu of making the SAJG and worshipping God, unbelievers will adhere to a
pantheistic ideology of worshipping the environment, Mother earth.

Though inconspicuous to the spiritually naive, the cry to “save the earth”, be
sustainable” and “live in harmony with nature” all are rooted in the ancient
pantheistic religions that dominated the Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek and Roman
Empires.

These pantheistic beliefs make no allowance for a one true God that created all things
of nature and instead hold that all earth and nature is a god comprised of many gods
and goddesses all of whom demand total worship and obedience from every human.
This ideology is represented in former Vice President Gore’s book, Earth in the
Balance, “...the prevailing ideology of belief in prehistoric Europe and much of the
world was based on the worship of a single earth goddess, who was assumed to be
the fount of all life and who radiated harmony among all living things... It seems
obvious that a better understanding of a religious heritage preceding our own by so
many thousands of years could offer us new insights into the nature of the human
experience.”

Over the past 30 years this pagan idolatry has gradually dominated the environmental
policies of both the U.S. and the U.N. and are interwoven into every environmental
international treaty, public education, etc.

The implication of our verse is that this basic pagan belief will be carried forward into
Daniel’s 70" week and intermixed into Antichrist belief and worship.

The options of the gospel are clear; worship the true God that is the creator of these
things or fall prey to worshipping a lesser god. Rom.1:20-25
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EXEGESIS VERSE 8:

GNT Revelation 14: 8 Kal ocMog dyyerog deltepog nKokouenoev Aéyov, "Enecev €meoev
Bapuiov 7 peyain 1 €k tod olvouv tod Oupod Tfig moprelag adTfig TMEMOTLKEY TAVTH T
€ov.

NAS Revelation 14:8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen,
fallen is Babylon the great, Aw/ (cc) diloc (a--nm-s; "another of the same kind)
dyyetoc (n-nm-s) OSevrepoc (ord.adj./nm-s; "a second one") rnkolovnoer drxolovGéw
(viaa--3s; "followed"; same as 6:8; 14:4) Aéywy, Aéyw (circ.ptc./p/a/nm-s; "saying")
"Erneoev mintw (viaa--3s;, "Fallen") émeoer wimtw (viaa--3s) Befvioy (n-nf-s;
"Babylon"; used 12x) n ueydin uéyac (d.a. + a--nf-s; "the great”) she who has made
all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality." 77 ¢ (rel.pro./nf-
s; "who") menotiker moti{w (viPFa--3s; "gave drink to"; used 14x; does not indicate a
forcing to drink, rather an offer or availability, cp.Mat.10:42) mdvta wéc (a--an-p) @
t0 €vn. ébvog (d.a. + n-an-p; "the nations") éx (pAbl) to0 o olvov olvog (d.a. + n-
Ablm-s; "the wine"; same as 6:6) 100 0 Quuod Ouuos (d.a. + n-gm-s; "of the passion';
same as 12:12 translated wrath) avtig avrog (npgf3s; ref. Babylon) the 1 mopvelog
mopvele (d.a. + n-gf-s; "immorality”)

ANALYSIS VERSE 8:

1. We are now introduced to the next angel in sequence, “And another angel, a second
one followed”.

2. A distinct order as to the 3 angel’s appearance is now clearly seen in the use of the
ordinal adjective “a second one” and the exact same construction for the next angel
in vs.3 called “a third one”.

3. The 3 angels are presented in rank and file following the chronological order they
represent as it pertains to their individual messages.

4. Though the angel’s of our passage have chronological significance in representation,
it is largely assumed that they all actually appear at the beginning of Daniel’s 70"
week with each coming into view shortly behind the preceding angel.

5. Under this view, while the 1* angel gives the gospel, the next 2 would be prophetic
pointing to future events.

6. There is some grammatical support for this view as seen in the term “followed” that
can have the nuance of following in close association or accompanying another.
Rev.6:8; 14:4

7. Further, the aorist tenses in vs.7 describing the time of the hour of Daniel’s 70" week
and used with all 3 imperatives in the gospel message are ingressive looking forward
in time having a prophetic flair in presentation.

8. The aorist tenses of the main verbs describing fallen Babylon in vs.8 could then be
easily construed as prophetic.
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19.
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THE REVELATION TO JOHN

Otherwise, if we take the natural sense of the aorists in vs.8, it would indicate that the
final 2 angels appear immediately after the occurrence or inception of the scenarios
they relate too.

In either case, it does nothing to damage the integrity of their chronological
representations.

What is unique to the 2™ angel from the 1* and 3™ is that in Rev.18:1-2 we are
introduced to another angel (same phrase except in the accusative) that literally
repeats the opening statement of our angel saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the
great”.

However, that angel is distinct from the one in our verse as seen in the authority,
appearance and mighty voice ascribed to it.

It is fairly obvious that the intent of our 3 messenger angels is to give warning and
heed to that which they are communicating whereas the angel in Rev.18:1 reflects
more simply the reporting of facts as they had occurred.

The most logical conclusion is that our 2" angel is prophesying feeding off the
principle of judgment in the 1* angel’s gospel as a warning to men and the angel of
Rev.18:1 confirms that this prophetic warning has been fulfilled.

We might surmise then that the 2™ angel’s ministry would be concluded at the fall of
Babylon and appearance of the angel in 18:1.

This would not necessarily be true of the 1** and 3™ angel’s ministries that feasibly
could extend throughout the entirety of the 7 years.

The prophetic warning of the 2" angel looks to the first and probably biggest
environmental and international catastrophe (short of the flood) mankind will ever
experience, the destruction of prophetic Babylon.

That this angel closely follows the 1** with his message is designed to heighten the
urgency behind the gospel presentation for this time in history.

It means that for much of mankind, 7 years to make a decision is optimistic and the
fact is for about 1/3 of the world, a little over 3 years is all the time they have.

Our angel’s prophetic warning correlates chronologically to the 6™ seal judgment of
Rev.6:12-17. See analysis and the Doctrine of the Chronology of Daniel’s 70™ week

. In the analysis of those verses, we went to great lengths to document that the Babylon

of Revelation is indeed a prophetic entity of the last days and not literal or historical
Babylon.

It derives its name from the historical Babylon whose roots were tied with the tower
of Babel (meaning “confusion”) of Gen.11:1-9.

The name focuses on the evil characteristics associated with Babel in both political
and religious form seeking to unite mankind under a one world system.

Many futurist interpreters recognize that our term is used in a number of ways and as
Walvoord has stated “Prophetically, Babylon sometimes refers to a literal city,
sometimes to a religious system, and sometimes to a political system, which all stem
from the evil character of historic Babylon”.

Further, we have positively identified Rome/RCC as religious Babylon and the U.S.
as political. Rev.17:18 cp. 1Pet.5:13 where Peter calls Rome Babylon; Jer.50-51,
Rev.18

The question for interpretation is which aspect of Babylon is in view, political or
religious?
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. The Book of Revelation addresses both entities with a chapter dedicated for each;

chapter 17 on religious Babylon, chapter 18 on political.

Both entities are called “Babylon the great”. Rev.17:5 cp. 18:5

Both entities find their demise. Rev.17:15-18 cp. Rev.18:8,10,17,19

Further, the abominable acts ascribed to her in vs.8b, “she who has made all the
nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality” can be ascribed to both
entities. Rev.17:2 cp.18:3

One grammatical key is found in the exact duplication of Greek phraseology used in
our verse and political Babylon in Rev.18.

Both have the same Greek construction in “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great” and
the phrase “the wine of the passion of her immorality”. Cp.Rev.18:2,3

This indicates that the primary focus is on the destruction of the U.S. or political
Babylon.

However, I might suggest another grammatical key that is designed to unlock the
entirety of interpretation.

That is in the double use of the verb “Fallen, fallen/mintow — piptoo”.

Idiomatically, interpreters take this to mean as a form of a solemn dirge, designed to
stress the absolute certainty that Babylon will not only fall but will come to absolute
ruin.

Again, a reality for both entities. Rev.17:16; 18:8

However, if this phrase is taken literally, it would indicate a two-fold fall in
connection with Babylon.

These two words are only used back to back in correlation with Babylon in our verse,
Rev.18:2 and in the OT, Isa.21:9.

Isa.21:9 equates the fall of historical Babylon in this way (53;1 521 5oy - naphal

naphal babel) with emphasis on total destruction to include her religious system.

In other words, a political entity is not considered completely destroyed by God
unless all of its religious system is destroyed with it. Cp. the destruction of Egypt in
the last days of Eze.30 esp.vs.13

While the warning centers on the demise of the U.S., it is designed to incorporate the
associated preceding demise of Rome.

The interpretation looks to the complete fall of prophetic Babylon to include both its
religious and political systems only fully realized in this case with the final demise of
its political entity.

This would indicate that Rome will be sacked before the fall of the U.S. rather than
after.

Further support for this chronology is found in the opening phrase, “after these
things/ueta todte — meta tauta” of Rev.18:1 that denotes a clear chronological
advance after the destruction of Rome in Rev.17 has occurred. (We established the
technical use of this phrase early on in the book, Rev.1:19; 4:1; etc.)

The detestable action ascribed to the complete prophetic Babylon indicates the
adverse influence both Rome and the U.S. has had internationally.

The phrase, “all the nations” is to be taken literally noting the Vatican intrusion into
all nations over history (Rev.17:1b) and the economic and political influence the
U.S. has world wide (Rev.18:9ff).
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The language of drinking and sexual degradation is figurative and the NAS is
somewhat misleading in its translation.

The verb “has made drink/moti{w — potidzo” does not imply any force or coercion
and the idea is Babylon furnishes the beverage as enticement, satisfaction or need and
the nations willingly consume it.

The wine itself is viewed as the substance offered that affectively intoxicates or
disorients one to reality.

The drinking of it is figurative to identify the nations with the lifestyle or destiny of
the one offering it. Eze.23:31-33; Mar.10:38-39

The following two genitives, “of the passion” and “of immorality” is best taken as
epexegetical emphasizing the intoxicating effect that Babylon’s immoral passion has
on those she seduces.

The sense of this clause is that prophetic Babylon has provided the world with her
brand of evil influence so seductive in nature that all the nations find themselves
“bellying up to the bar”.

Religiously, Roman Catholicism has wielded its influence over the centuries in the
political arena and there is nigh a nation now that does not embrace her intrusive
dogma at some level of support and recognition.

Her recognition internationally is best presented in granting Vatican City sovereign
rights of state.

The RCC represents the religious system designed to ecumenicalize mankind
internationally striving for political rule under their religious views.

While the religious system of Babylon has been centuries in its development (nothing
new under the sun) a political system strong enough to tie nations together under a
one world government is of a newer creation.

Without the political clout and power to bring nations together under one system of
government, the hope of Babylon’s religious system of a one world religion would
continue to flounder in success.

Rome obviously has eyes to be the premier world religion and now a nation has
evolved that politically can set the stage for her exalting to that level.

That nation is no less than the good ol’ U.S. of A.

61. We are a nation that has left the roots of our heritage as a Republic (the Feds serving
the individual sovereign rights and needs of the states) to a self-proclaimed
democracy (the majority rules the Feds that rule the states).

62. The U.S. today is on the democracy bandwagon to unite nations under the banner of
democracy.

63. She has used her God given power and blessing deceptively under the umbrella of
capitalism and freedom to inject her poison across the world.

64. America has become the leader and promoter of a world controlled by money,
technology and corporate politics that are endorsed and promoted by our government
and massive corporations greedy for profit.

65. The intoxicating stimuli to other nations is that they can enjoy the American
capitalist lifestyle if they will join us on the freedom bandwagon.

66. In order to accomplish this nefarious goal largely hidden from the average American,
we ply our marks with the promise of benefiting from American money, goods and
technology.
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The sad state of affairs is that the other nations are all to willing to adopt and accept

what we offer.

We have historically engaged in international meddling bringing the promise of

democracy and capitalism to the table influencing many 3™ world countries, to say

the least, not understanding our altruistic intentions and promotion of a world
government.

A prime example of our attempts to control our enemies in this way is illustrated by

our relationship with Russia since 1917.

A. There is a vast amount of documentation that Wall Street was actively involved in
supporting and funding the subversive Bolsheviks and provided them with many
millions of dollars.

B. Our government shipped American munitions to the Bolsheviks under some sort
of credit arrangement, agreeing to be repaid in raw materials.

C. It is widely understood that we have provided the raw materials, weapons, and
military assistance necessary to construct the Soviet military-industrial complex.

D. Further, our major corporations such as Ford Motor Company, GE, RCA (as well
as smaller corporations) have regularly engaged in “the broad exchange of
patents as well as exchange of designing, engineering, and manufacturing
information.”

E. This has been done with the knowledge and approval of our presidents (Franklin
Roosevelt, 1938), who actively collaborated with the international bankers to
provide low rates of interest so the Soviets could pay their debts.

F. Since the early days, we have provided a continuous stream of food to the Soviet
Union, altering the world pattern of grain trade and letting the Soviets know that
food could be an instrument of foreign policy, which has led toward the largest
flow of food between two countries in history.

G. Although we know that Gorbachev, the instrument of perestroika has said, "The
essence of perestroika lies in the fact that it unites socialism with democracy and
revives the Leninist concept of socialist construction both in theory and in
practice."

H. Our president has responded with, "...We will give [Gorbachev] our assurance
that America welcomes this reform not as an adversary seeking advantage but as
a people offering support. ....I will assure him that there is no greater advocate of
perestroika than the president of the United States.

I. However, even when it is clear that the economic and political reform of the
Soviet Union was anything but what it claimed to be, our leadership still supports
the nation that promotes a Marxist version of world government.

One would have to be blind or a hermit not to see the push for world-wide democracy

today by our current administration.

That other nations embrace this ideology they are viewed here as the stupid johns

that are plied by the prostitute so she can benefit herself at their expense.

Rome and the U.S. have set the stage for a complete prophetic Babylonian experience

internationally.

The problem is, Rome will not be tolerated by Antichrist and the U.S. will not be

tolerated by God and both will meet their demise by Divine design.

Lake Erie Bible Church 22
P-T Ken Reed



Chapter 14

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

74. With the stage set, the amateurs of play will be removed by God and Satan and the
real power house players will take the field, Antichrist and Christ.

75. That prophetic Babylon in its complete form is destined to go down it behooves those
living during Daniel’s 70" week to make the right choice as to its successor(s).

76. It has been suggested that this angel is instrumental in warning citizens in the U.S. to
leave.

77. While this might be a secondary result of the warning issued, exact words to this
affect are reserved for another unidentified voice from heaven in Rev.18:4ff.
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EXEGESIS VERSES 9 - 11:

ONT Revelation 14:9 Kali ocMog ayyekog rpwog nKokouenoev a0TOLC Xeymv v d)(ovn
weyodn, EU Tig TTpOOKUVEL 10 Onplov kol TV elkOve adTod kel AopBavel yopoyuo €L
100 petwmov adtod 7 éml v xelpa adtod,

NAS Revelation 14:9 And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a
loud voice, Kai (cc) dilog (a--nm-s) dyyelog (n-nm-s) tpitog (ord.adj./nm-s; "a third
one") rkolovbnoer drxoiovdéw (viaa--3s; "followed"; in sequence/time) avtoic avTog
(npdm3p; ref. the Ist two angels) Aéywr Aéyw (circ.ptc./p/a/nm-s) év (pl; "with")
ueydAy, uéyeg (a--If-s) ¢wvi gwviin-If-s) '"'If anyone worships the beast and his
image, and receives a mark on his forehead or upon his hand, ZE7 (part. intro. Ist
class cond. assuming true; "If") ti¢ (indef.pro./nm-s; "anyone") mpookvvel mpookuvVéw
(vipa--3s;, "worships"; the present tense indicates at any given point of time in the
present) 10 Onplov (d.a. + n-an-s; "the beast"; ref. antichrist) kail (cc) avUtol avrog
(npgn3s) v 1 elkova eikay (d.a. + n-af-s; "image/idol") kai (cc) Aeufaver Aeufevew
(vipa--3s; "receives/accepts") ydpayux (n-an-s; "a mark") émi (pg) avtoD avtog
(npgm3s) tob 0 perwmov uérwmov (d.a. + n-gn-s; "the forehead”) 7 (cc; "or") éni (pa;
note the reversal of cases used to each extremity cp. to Rev.13:16) avrol, avrdg

(npgm3s) v n yeipa yeip (d.a. + n-af-s; "hand")

GNT Revelation 14:10 kol adtoc mietal & tod ofvov tod Buuod tod Beod ToOD
KEKEPUOUEVOL GKPATOL €V T¢) ToTNplw Thg 0pyfic adtod kel Bacoviobroetal év Tupl Kol
Belw EvWTLOY dyYEéAwY aylwy kal évwmior tod apriov.

NAS Revelation 14:10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; auvroc avrtds (npnm3s; intensive; "he
himself") kel (adjunct.; "also") wietar mivw (vifm--3s; "will drink") éx (pAbl) tob o
olvov olvog (d.a. + n-Ablm-s; "the wine") to0 0 Quuod Oyuds (d.a. + n-gm-s; "of
the/anger/passion”) 100 0 6cob Gedg (d.a. + n-gm-s) 100 O KeKEPATUEVOU KePLVVULLL
(d.a. + adj.ptc./PF/p/gm-s; "having been mixed/prepared"”; used 3x, 2x in Rev.18:6)
akpdtov dkpatos (a--gm-s; lit. "pure/undiluted"; fig. "full strength/very strong"; hapax)
év (pL) t@ 0 mornpiw motnpiov (d.a. + n-Ln-s; "the cup/drinking container"; used 31x)
avtob avtds (npgm3s) the 1 0pyhc doyn (d.a. + n-gf-s; "wrath/indignation”) and he

will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in
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the presence of the Lamb. «a/! (cc) paoaviobroerar Peoavi¢w (vifp--3s; "he will be
tormented/suffer great pain") év (pl) mupl wip (n-In-s; "fire") kai (cc) Geilw Oeiov (n-
In-s; "brimstone/burning sulfur"; same as 9:17,18) évimiov (pg; "before/in the presence
of") ayiwy dyiog (a--gm-p; "holy") dyvéiwv &yyeilog (n-gm-p) kel (cc) évwmov (pg)

t00 0 dpviov. apviov (d.a. + n-gn-s; "the little Lamb")

GNT Revelation 14:11 kel 6 kamdc tod Baoaviopod adTdY €ig¢ aldvec alwvwy
avoPaivel, kel 00K €XOUOLY GUATULOLY TUEPAC KOL VUKTOC Ol Tpookuvodvtee TO Onplov
Kl THY elkove adtod kol €l T Aapfaver to xapayuo Tod Ovopatog abtod.

NAS Revelation 14:11 "And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever;
and they have no rest day and night, «a! (cc) ¢ kamvdc (d.a. + n-nm-s; "the smoke")
avtdv avtog (npgm3p; those tormented of vs.10) to0 0 facaviouod Peoaviouds (d.a. +
n-gm-s; "torment") avefuivel, avePuivew (vipa--3s; "keeps on going up/ascends”) el
(pa+) aiovec aidy (n-am-p+) aldvwv aioy (n-gm-p; "into the ages of the ages/forever
and ever") kail (cc) ouvk ov (neg. +) é&povov &uw (vipa--3p; "they do not have")
avdmavoly avinavols (n-af-s; "rest/cessation from activity/interruption”; "same as 4:8)
nuépas nuéoa (n-gf-s; "day") kel (cc) vvkrog vio€ (n-gf-s; "night") those who worship
the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." o/ o(dnmp+)
mpookvVobVTeS MPookvVéw (adj.ptc./p/a/mm-p; "those who worship") té Onplov (d.a. +
n-an-s; "the beast") kel (cc) avrod avrog (npgn3s) tnv n eikove elkwy (d.a. + n-af-s;
"image") kai (cc) el (part. 1st class +) ti¢ (indef.pro./nm-s; "whoever") Aaufdver
Aeufevw (vipa--3s) ©0 yapayue (d.a. + n-an-s; "the mark") avrod. avtds (npgn3s) tob
0 ovduatog dvoue (d.a. + n-gn-s; "name”

ANALYSIS VERSES 9 - 11:

1. We are introduced to the 3" angelic messenger, “And another angel, a third one,
followed them”.

2. As is even more implied in vs.9, the 3 angels begin their announcements at the
beginning of Daniel’s 70" week as the 3™ one follows the 1 two.

3. The phrase “followed them” views the 1* 2 angels together giving a sense that all 3
angels are viewed as flying together in sequential formation.

4. We can be fairly certain that they continue their announcing at least through the 1% 3
years if not longer, though not explicitly stated.

5. For this final angel to announce his message for the entire 7 years would be apropos,
though not necessary.
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6. As this angel does his fly-over, he like the angelic evangelist speaks with a loud
voice.

7. That the 2™ angel is not attributed with this characteristic heightens the urgency
behind the messages of both the 1% and 3".

8. The 2™ angel is seen more in a role of prophetic validation supporting the urgency
behind the evangelizing of the 1* angel that the hour of judgment is at hand.

9. It is obvious the most important messages are evangelizing and the warning now
proclaimed, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on
his forehead or upon his hand, he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of
God”.

10. This message addresses the repercussions for rejecting the 1* angel’s message.

11. For those that reject the call to salvation, they are essentially left with one alternative.

12. That is to embrace the Antichrist system.

13. The fact is in this period of history, -V represents the vast majority of mankind
rejecting the gospel being prime candidates for this strong delusion. 2The.2:11

14. However, it will not be from lack of BD, warning, exhortation and evidence exposing
the evil behind Antichrist.

15. The decisions will be voluntary (though with the pressure of death as retribution) as
inferred by the 1* class condition opening the statement, “If anyone”.

16. This assumes there will be those that reject this warning as well as those that heed it.

17. Further, the present tenses of the verbs “worships and receives” looks to the fact that
people will continually embrace Antichrist throughout the 7 years.

18. The mark in view is a direct reference to the one instituted by the False Prophet in
13:16.

19. While the image is not set up until the mid-point, the order in which worshiping and
receiving are presented answers to the entirety of the 7 years, including the 1* half.

20. Obviously, the mark and its implementation does not occur until the image is
established in the Jerusalem temple.

21. However, this does not preclude individuals embracing Antichrist in person from the
very beginning.

22. Hence why worshiping the beast comes first.

23. For those that embrace his person in the first half, when his image is established, the
next logical step is to comply with the False Prophet’s orders.

24. Then in turn obviously receiving the mark on the forehead or hand.

25. Even those that may embrace him post mid-trib, the principle and order of their
actions remains intact.

26. To worship his image and receive the mark ipso facto declares that they accept his
person as the god he proclaims.

27. Further, vs.9b indicates the solidarity between the individual and Antichrist as they
identify with him.

28. An interesting notation of the preposition “on/émi - epi” used in connection with
receiving the mark on the forehead or on the hand uses a reverse order of attached
cases (genitive and accusative) as originally expressed in 13:16.

29. As noted, this preposition with the genitive denotes hard contact and with the
accusative denotes motion towards.

Lake Erie Bible Church 26

P-T Ken Reed



Chapter 14

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

In 13:16 I suggested that some form of laser tattoo would fulfill the accusative said
there to be “on the forehead”, whereas hard contact would indicate an insertion of
some type “on the right hand” satisfying the genitive case.

If two processes of implementation are indeed true, then it is now clear that no matter
the procedure and whether by name or microchip gematria, either location or either
process for the mark is deemed acceptable by Antichrist standards.

It would seem that the matter of location and type of procedure is left to the matter of
individual preference.

The damning repercussion for those that make this choice during the trib is that they
will experience God’s wrath, “which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His
anger”.

The adjunctive use of the conjunction “also” opening vs.10a is to denote with
certainty that just as the all nations are influenced by Babylon in vs.8, so will those
that embrace Antichrist face God’s judgment.

Further, not to be missed in our verses, is the change from the subject of nations to
the individual.

This again emphasizes that men are left with free will in the matters at hand and each
will answer for their own choices.

The imagery of vs.10 is somewhat carried over from vs.9 using the metaphor of
drinking to denote ones’ identification and experience with something.

The term “wine” is defined for us by a genitive of apposition that follows (wrath)
followed by a subjective genitive (God) indicating who is producing this wine of
wrath.

To drink of God’s wrath is to experience it firsthand and in its fullness.

We cannot overlook the Greek term used for wrath here as it is the same term
translated “passion” in vs.8 (Buudg — thumos).

This play on words is designed to emphasize that with as much zeal and fervor that
Babylon will exude to fulfill her lusts for world power and domination, God is no less
reticent in carrying out the execution of this judgment.

The wrath of God is a phrase only used in the NT and refers to the response of His
righteousness with respect to that not compatible with it. Rom.1:18

The OT regularly employs the metaphor of drinking the full measure of His wine
resulting in the guilty getting “dead drunk” and not recovering. Jer.25:15-16, 27-29;
51:39,57; Job 21:20; Psa.75:8; Isa.51:17

The phrase “mixed in full strength” is to be understood in terms of the isagogics of
the 1* century.

The verb “mixed/kepavvour — kerannumi” refers to the preparation of wine with
additives of special spices or water.

It was quite common to mix water with wine in varying ratios in order to dilute the
wine and avoid drunkenness.

The term “full strength/akpatoc — akrotos” literally means that which is pure and
undiluted.

This oxymoron “the mixed unmixed” is designed to indicate that God will give full
expression to His anger and indignation not tempered with grace and mercy.
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The final phrase of vs.10a, “the cup of His anger” employs the term “6pyn - orge”

for anger emphasizing that His passionate wrath has been a settled fact for some

time and He is now ready to pour out that stored up anger.

Interpreters recognize the distinction between the words in which the 2™ refers to

overt anger with the 1* looking to the mental attitude igniting the outburst.

His “passion” looks to His zeal to express His +R against evil while His “anger”

looks to the execution of its expression.

The force of using both of these words is to reveal precisely to what depth God’s

righteous indignation and vengeance will be demonstrated.

Further they emphasize the restraint God has exercised in history on behalf of +V

before He unleashes His anger. 2Pet.3:3-9

The depth of His anger is demonstrated very graphically in vs.10b, “and he will be

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the

presence of the Lamb”.

It is made extremely clear in vs.11 that God’s anger is fully demonstrated towards

these under the concept of eternal damnation as their torment is said to be forever

and ever.

This judgment looks to their ultimate dispositions and final state of executed

retribution imposed upon them by God.

It fast forwards past the process of experiential judgment unbelievers will face during

this time in history.

It looks beyond physical realities to that deemed most important for all of mankind;

spiritual realities and one’s individual disposition before God.

There are those that try to “water down” these verses making them say less than what

the literal language communicates.

Some believers have a real problem with the fact that a “God of love” would not give

these unbelievers another chance to repent after receiving the mark and some even

take issue with the concept of hell as an actual place of eternal conscious torment.

Yet the Bible makes clear that hell and the LOF truly exist and that those that fail to

make the SAJG are destined to that final state. Mat.5:29,30; 10:28; Mat.23:33;

Luk.16:19-31; Rev.19:20; 20:10,14-15; 21:8; etc.

There is no indication in Scripture that hell and the LOF are anything less than literal

realms designed for habitation of God’s volitional creatures not qualified to possess

God’s eternal life.

Further, the Bible makes clear that men can make certain decisions in life that betray

a type of —V that is so recalcitrant they simply will not ever repent (change of mind).

A. The no second chance category of believers teaches this principle. Heb.6:4-6

B. The Pharaoh of the Exodus was evidence of an unbeliever that through his actions
revealed -V determined never to believe. Exo0.4:21; 7:3,13,22; 8:15,19; et al

-V of this type is so recalcitrant, the truth be known, the more they hear or see the

truth exposed, the more “stiff necked” they become in rejection of the truth. Act.7:51

And as the 144,000 and these 3 messenger angel’s represent, mankind is bombarded

with the truth during Daniel’s 70" week.

God, by virtue of His omniscience, knows who will believe and who will not and

therefore is able to predetermine the judgment of all men. Cp.Rom.8:29-30
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This is how God is able to proclaim hate for Esau and love for Jacob even while they
were yet in the womb. Rom.9:10-13

The fact is God makes no mistakes in His judgment of men. Psa.89:14; 97:2

That anyone that takes the mark of the beast is destined for the LOF declares
emphatically that they are unbelievers that have already determined volitionally to not
ever believe for salvation.

They have heard the truth and their very action of embracing Antichrist evidences a
hardening of the heart completely antagonistic to the truth.

That is the nature of all Ph; —V that perpetuates it to death.

This in turn harks to the principle of God consciousness where all men determined
early on in life as to whether they want a relationship with God or not. Rom.1:20-25
Those that do not will substitute whatever is necessary to rationalize a negative will
determined to succumb to the rulership of the sin nature at every turn of their life.

For unrepentant unbelievers during Daniel’s 70" week, they will substitute the false
messiah for the true Messiah.

While God is a merciful God providing grace before judgment, His grace and mercy
is not a bottomless pit and there comes a time for all men to face the music of God’s
+J & +R. Joh.3:18

While we are not omniscient, believers have been given instruction to be discerning
in this area and the proper applications to make.

We are warned against the repercussions of evangelizing (Ph; or Ph,) —V that refuses
to embrace the truth. Mat.7:6

Our application to those that reject the truth is to affectively separate and move on
with our own Christian life. Mat.10:5-15

In fact, separation is our witness against their —V and we are to declare in no
uncertain terms (make obvious through words or actions) that separation. Mar.6:11;
Luk.9:5 ¢p.10:10-11

The attitude of “coddling” —V under the banner of grace is not Biblically supported
and a principle that Jesus applied even with His own family. Mat.12:46-50
cp.Luk.14:26-27

The language of these unbelievers eternal torment is graphic enough as the agents or
means for pain is described as fire and brimstone.

While the concept of pain by fire is easily perceived, the brimstone adds to the depth
of that pain.

Brimstone is a flammable sulfuric rock substance that can be related to the hot lava
sent out from volcanic activity that ignites the sulfur adding to the horrors of volcanic
destruction.

The heat of fire is intensified to a degree of causing complete destruction upon any
surface or material it may come in contact.

Obviously the human body could not endure much in the way of this type of torture
and demands that unbelievers are provided with a type of body that makes this
possible.

This looks to the resurrection of unbelievers taught by Christ in Joh.5:29 and called
the 2™ death in Rev.20:6,14, a.k.a. eternal life sentence without parole to the Lake of
Fire.
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87. These spiritually criminal inmates code of dress is a new resurrection body designed
to endure eternally under the infliction of pain that would immediately kill the natural
human body.

88. The phrases, “in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb”, looks to the
timing of this judgment at the Great White Throne. Rev.20:11

89. The elect angels will have a direct role in the execution for the prosecution of
unbelievers with Jesus Christ as the Judge.

90. It is at this time that all unbelievers will be permanently incarcerated in the LOF and
banished forever with Satan, the antichrist and false prophet. Rev.20:10

91. Unbelievers will live in an eternal state confined to the LOF “And the smoke of
their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night”.

92. Vs.11a makes their eternal disposition clear and the fact that there is absolutely no
rest from this perpetual torture and pain.

93. One will not even be able to escape the pain through the process of a subconscious
state as one might experience in sleep or dream state.

94. Some suggest that the smoke represents the cries of anguish from the inhabitants, but
there is no reason to not take it literally as part of the visual environment associated
with the LOF.

95. If any metaphorical meaning could be attached it would best satisfy a picture of their
human good works of relative righteousness going up in smoke based on their
judgment at the GWT. Rev.20:12-13

96. The messenger angel then closes his message in vs.11b with a repeat of those that
will face this impending judgment, “those who worship the beast and his image,
and whoever receives the mark of his name”.

97. “His name” harks to the reputation of Antichrist and thus the incorrigible —V and
satanic ideology these unbelievers have chosen to embrace in contrast to God.

98. The redundancy of this final clause is designed to make clear that this message will
be as clear as a bell to all of mankind and there will be no excuse for failure to
understand the consequences.

99. This points to the culpability factor that will be placed upon the world during Daniel’s
70™ week.

100. Unbelievers that take the mark are viewed as completely culpable to the
ramifications and further heightens the fact why grace and any future possibilities for
repentance are viewed as removed upon this temporal action.

101. In so doing they are openly and defiantly thumbing their nose at the truth of the
gospel with no intentions of ever changing their mind, until too late of course.

102. They will make a decision without any hope of reprieve.

103.  Principle: -V remains negative in spite of the most extraordinary persuasion to go
+V.
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EXEGESIS VERSES 12 — 13:

GNT Revelation 14:12 “Q8e ) bmoporh) @V &ylwy éotiv, ol tnpodrtec Tég évtoddc Tod
Beod kal v Tloty ‘Inocod.

NAS Revelation 14:12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. Qe Jde (adv.; "Here/Under these
circumstances") éotiv, elul (vipa--3s; "keeps on being") n Umouovij (d.a. + n-nf-s; "t
perseverance/patient endurance") twv o aylwv @yiog (d.a. + ap-gm-p; "the saints/holy
ones") ol 0 tnpolvrec tnpéw (d.a. + adj.ptc./p/a/nm-p; "the ones keeping/guarding”)

tag 1 évrodag évroln (d.a. + n-af-p; "the commandments") to0 0 Geob bedg (d.a. + n-

gm-s) kai (cc) tnv n wiotwy miotic (d.a. + n-af-s; "the faith") Inood. Tnoodg (n-gm-s)

GNT Revelation 14:13 Kal fikouow ¢pwrfc &k Tod oupowou keyouong, Fpoclllov MokdpLot
oL vekpolL oL €V KUpLOJ omoevnoKovreg am’ ocprL val, Aéyer TO mvedpw, Tvo
AUaTENooVTaL €K TOV KOTWY abTOV, TO Yop €pye alTOY akoAouBel pet’ adTtav.

NAS Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, ''Write, 'Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord from now on!"" Ku/l (cc) frkovoa drxovw (viaa--1s)
pwriic gawrn (n-gf-s) éx (pAbl) 100 0 olparoi ovpavog (d.a. + n-Ablm-s) Aeyovong,
Aéyw (adj.ptc./pla/gf-s) Ipapov: ypdgw (vimpaa--2s; "Write") Maxdpror pexdprog (a--
nm-p; "Blessed ones/favorable before God"; same as 1:3) ol 0 vexpol vekpos (d.a. +
ap-nm-p; "the dead") ol o dmobvijokovres dnobvijokw (d.a. + adj.ptc./p/a/nm-p; "the
ones dying") év (pL) kuvplw kiptog (n-Lm-s) &’ &no (pg) dpre. (ap-gm-s; "this time
forth/now on") '"Yes," says the Spirit, '"that they may rest from their labors, for
their deeds follow with them." al, (part. of affirmation; "Yes") iéyer Aéyw (vipa--
3s) 10 mvetua, (d.a. + n-nn-s; "the Spirit"; ref. H.S.) [va (conj. purpose; "that")
avananoovral dvenetw (vifp--3p; "they will rest”"; same as 6:11) éx (pAbl) avrwy,
avtoc (npgm3p) tév 6 komwr komog (d.a. + n-Ablm-p; "the toils/physical exhaustion or
exertion/labors"; same as 2:2) ydp (explan.conj; "for") avrov avrog (npgm3p) e to
éoya épyov (d.a. + n-nn-p; "the works/applications/results of labors") dxolovdet

axolovbéw (vipa--3s; "keep on following") uet’ uerd (pg) avrtdv. avrdg (npgm3p)
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ANALYSIS VERSES 12 —13:

1.
2.

Vs.12 is to be understood under the context of the 3 messenger angels of vss.6-12.
This is the force of the opening adverb “Here/under these circumstances/wée —
hode”.

3. Only those that are +V to the gospel message and heed the warnings will be delivered
from the eternal wrath of God.

4. For the vast majority of mankind, they will remain negative in open rebellion and
hostility to God’s plan.

5. The premier action of unbelievers en masse evidencing recalcitrant —V will be their
worship of Antichrist receiving the mark identifying them with his open hostility and
hatred for the truth.

6. This period of history not only will be a time of political, economical and
environmental suffering and persecution, it is a time when the world at large will
essentially declare war upon the truth and those that adhere to it.

7. While we may have some appreciation of certain isolated nations that may persecute
believers today, this reality will become universal during Daniel’s 70" week.

8. Under these conditions, believers will be faced with circumstances in life where the
majority around them and even those closest to them will not condone any free
expression of the truth.

9. Christians will be forced “underground” worldwide and in fact many will face
martyrdom at the hands of the Antichrist and his worshippers.

10. It will be those believers that take doctrine seriously both Ph; and Ph, that will feel
the full brunt of this persecution and suffering.

11. This is the intent behind vs.12, “Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep
the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus”.

12. The perseverance in view denotes patience with respect to circumstances.

13. To keep the commandments of God indicates the believer’s Ph, orientation,
acclimation and application of BD.

14. As Christ taught in the Gospel of John, the evidence of one’s love for God is their
fidelity in keeping His commandments. Joh.14:15,21

15. It indicates that one takes BD seriously enough that they guard it with their modus
operandi and vivendi of life.

16. The phrase “the faith (acc.f.pl) of Jesus” also functions as the direct object of the
participle “to keep” and is in apposition to keeping the commandments.

17. The term “faith” is best used here in the active sense with the genitive of “Jesus”
being objective denoting Him as the object of their faith.

18. It is a call to guard their +V that is centered on Christ that is the source of their
ultimate deliverance.

19. The commandments of God emphasize their application of BD whereas their faith
in Jesus emphasizes the perpetuation of their +V focusing on His Person as the
fulfillment of God’s plan.

20. The true meaning behind the adage “Christ centered” is a believer orienting their life
in application of BD guarding their +V with the very mind of Christ and His work on
the cross isolating the STA. 1Cor.2:14-16

21. This verse makes clear that +V does not come nor is it sustained automatically.

22. +V stems from a conscious desire and effort to know the truth and apply it.
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24.

25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41

42.

THE REVELATION TO JOHN

One’s interest in the truth or even agreeing with it does not make them +V. A lot of
people can talk a good game.

Apart from application of the doctrine Ph; or Ph,, +V does not exist.

While we cannot guarantee that anyone will remain +V throughout their lives, we can
issue a statement of guarantee that one (and ourselves) can and will remain +V if the
assimilation and application of BD remains as their MPR.

To be +V demands volitional and physical application on the part of the individual in
response to the truth.

BD and its application is the security God has given men to protect their +V.
Believers that expect to have a successful Ph, during the tribulation will be called
upon to apply doctrine under the most hostile of circumstances.

It denotes a spiritual feat impossible to do if they do not stay focused on Christ in
application holding fast to all that He promises in the salvation package.

First, believers will have to be willing to apply separation on a scale most believers
today would consider to be unfathomable or radical.

Yet, the matter remains that anyone that worships and takes the mark of the beast ipso
facto openly declares in action they will refuse to believe and God effectively
removes any further grace and mercy declaring an eternal separation.

It is naive to think that believers will not be faced with close loved ones and
associates that will succumb to this delusion.

Application: One’s actions speak louder than words (1Joh.2:3-5; 3:22-24) and it is
one’s actions (the overt response to the truth) that determines when grace should end
and the judgment of separation begins.

Application: All rhetoric aside, if there is no overt indication of coming to the truth
(at least indications that one is trying to head that way) or decisions are being made
and followed through that contradict a move to sound truth, separation should be
applied. Joh.3:19-20

Second, believers will have to apply their MPR under constant danger and threat of
life.

Believers will not be able to apply doctrine openly giving credit to Christ for their
actions without possible incarceration or martyrdom.

They will have to live in a world environment that sponsors all the temptations
associated with expressing the STA and satisfying its lusts and human viewpoint
penchants religiously and otherwise.

They will have to consistently faith-rest the prospect of persecution and death for
their beliefs and actions.

Ultimately they will have to keep their eyes off all of the physical distractions at
every turn with a 20/20 focus on the spiritual realities and that which awaits them in
turn.

It will not be the faint hearted or weak kneed believer that enjoys a successful
Christian life during the trib.

. It will be a time of compressed testing bringing the best out of +V in the quickest of

ways.
Believers will have to definitely count the cost of what they may be called upon to
sacrifice on behalf of the truth. Luk.14:26
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Yet, those that are willing will not be disappointed as it is written down for posterity
and all eternity that rewards await them. 1Cor.3:11-15

This is the sense of vs.13, “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, ‘“Write,
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!””’

John now hears another unidentified voice from heaven that commands him to
specifically write what he now hears.

This voice best fits the profile of the communicating angel operating under the
authority of Christ. Rev.1:1,11 cp.10:4

That John is commanded to write down these words underscores the importance of
the doctrine now revealed as it is applied to concept of perseverance of vs.12.

That it is to be recorded in the Bible indicates that the promise attached is as certain
to occur as the Scriptures themselves.

The level of perseverance that is most noteworthy and the recipients of this beatitude
are those that will face the death test during the trib.

The term “Blessed/uoxaproc — makarios” denotes one that finds favor with God
destined to be a recipient of God’s good fortunes.

. The phrase “who die in the Lord” indicates that only believers are in view.
. The final phrase of the 1 clause, “from now on” restricts these believers to

tribulational saints.

Some interpreters argue whether it is only martyrs in view or any believer that may
die under natural causes.

The argument is fruitless as any believer that fulfills the spiritual qualifications of
vs.12 and undergo death would be candidates.

The beatitude is then confirmed by the H.S. indicating a two-fold source of blessing,
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds
follow with them”.

The confirmation by the H.S. is designed to indicate that He ruled in these believer’s
lives being the ultimate author behind the truth they so adamantly cling too and serves
as a witness on their behalf.

The purpose conjunction “that/ive. — hina” beginning the final clause indicates why
death under these conditions is considered as blessed.

The reason overall looks to both the experiential blessing associated with death and
the Ph; ramifications associated with it.

That we are dealing with believers that engage in Ph, application of BD is made clear
as these are associated with Divine good production here called “deeds/works/épyov
—ergon”.

It indicates the life of a believer that effectively applies BD.

The term “labors/kémoc — kopos™ has a root meaning of a beating and deals with
exhausting physical and mental exertion that comes from toil, work, labor, hardship
or difficulty.

This indicates the adjusted believer’s life in battling the STA seeking to apply
doctrine in the midst of adverse circumstances in the cosmos.

It looks to the pressures of the CWL that believers face that comes as a natural result
of applying truth that is not always fun and pleasing.

It would include any soulish (and sometimes physical) exhaustion stemming from
emotional responses to the —V around us while maintaining one’s MPR.
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It looks to the sacrifices made by +V on behalf of the truth.

For believers living in Daniel’s 70" week, it will be a high pressure scenario around
them at all times demanding a physical, mental and emotional spiritual workout that
taxes one’s limits.

In contrast to how the cosmos views death, God confirms that death for the adjusted
believer is the first part of the blessing bestowed upon them.

That is because once and for all times they will enjoy rest from their labors.

This looks to the ultimate rest the adjusted believer enters into when their Ph; is
complete being free from anything that wearies, disturbs or causes conflict in life.

In the case of Ph; rest, it is permanent and eternal and in stark contrast to the state of
negative unbelievers that is characterized by no rest. Rev.14:11

Death for the +V adjusted believer under dying grace is literally one final experiential
blessing bestowed upon them through God.

The first part of this clause indicates that the believer’s life is to be characterized by
zeal for the application of BD and Divine good production. Tit.2:11-15

The remainder of vs.13 further explains why death is indeed ultimately blessed as it
makes clear that the believers works follow with them.

The present tense of the verb “follow/dxoiovbéw — akoloutheo” means to accompany.
It is a fact of Scripture that works of both believers and unbelievers will accompany
them for the purpose of judgment in Phs. 1Pet.1:17; Rev.14:13 cp.1Cor.5:10; 20:13
Their works looks to the result of the spiritual “sweat” that believers go through in
producing Divine good production.

It is the labor of Divine good production that forms the basis for the rewards these
(and by application all) believers will enjoy.

Those believers that exit this world with Divine good production in their account are
indeed blessed as the trials and burdens of life are behind them and all they have to
look forward to are the eternal blessings of SGs.

Those left behind get to continue in the daily grind of suffering that is inherent in the
CWL.

Review the Doctrine of Surpassing Grace/SGs;,

Review the Doctrine of Rest.
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EXEGESIS VERSES 14 - 16:

ONT Revelation 14:14 Kol €idov, kal 1800 vedéAn Aeukd, kel éml thy vepéiny
KaOMuevor OpoLov Lov avlpwtou, éxwy €ml thc kedaAfic altod otédavov ypuoody kol
&v T yeLpl adtod dpémavor OED.

NAS Revelation 14:14 And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the
cloud was one like a son of man, Aa/ (cc) eldov, opdw (viaa--1s) kel (cc) L[éovU (part.
interj.; "behold") Aeukn, Aecukdc (a--nf-s; "a white") vegéin (n-nf-s; "cloud") kai (cc)
kaBruevoy kaBnuar (circ.ptc./p/d/am-s; "sitting")  émi (pa; "onfupon”) tnv n vepéiny
vegédn (d.a. + n-af-s; "the cloud") duotov duorog (a--am-s; "one like/resembling") viov
viog (n-am-s) dav@pwmov, évlpwmos (n-gm-s) having a golden (corrected) wreath on
His head, and a sharp sickle in His hand. é&ywr &éw (circ.ptc./p/a/nm-s; "having'")
xypvooly ypvools (a--am-s; "a golden") orépavov orépavos (n-am-s; "wreath") émi (pg)
avtob avtog (npgm3s) the 0 kepaific kegadn (d.a. + n-gf-s; "head") kal (cc) OfU. 6fUg
(a--an-s; "a sharp"; same as 1:16; 2:12) Spémavov (n-an-s; "sickle/curved knife like tool
for harvesting or pruning"; used 8x) év (pL) avtod avtds (npgm3s) thi n yewpl yeip
(d.a. + n-Lf-s; "hand")

GNT Revelation 14:15 kel dAloc dyyerog EfLBer & ToD veod Kpdlwy &v Gwuf peydin
TG kabnuevy €ml thg vedéing, ITéulor 10 dpémavov oov kal BépLoov, OTL MABEY T Dpu
Beploat, OTL Enpavdn 6 BepLopog the YAC.

NAS Revelation 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a
loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, «a! (cc) ditoc (a--nm-s; "another"; of the
same kind) d&yyelog (n-nm-s) éHiber ééépyount (viaa--3s; "came out from") éx (pAbl)
00 0 vaob veos (d.a. + n-gm-s; "the temple") kpdlwy kpa{w (adj.ptc./p/a/nm-s;
"crying or shouting out") év (pl) ueydin uéyeg (a--If-s; "loud/great"”) ¢wvii ¢wvij (n-
df-s) t@ 0 kabnuévw kabnuat (d.a. + subs.ptc./p/d/dm-s; "to the One sitting") éri (pg)
the 1 vedéine, vedéin (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the cloud”) ''Put in your sickle and reap,
because the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe."
Iléuypor méunw (vimpaa--2s; lit. to send; "put in/swing") ocov ov (npg-2s) 10 Spémavov
(d.a. + n-an-s; "sickle")  kai (cc) Oéproov, Gepilw (vimpaa--2s; "harvest/gather
in/reap"; used 21x) Ori (causal conj.) 1 dpa (d.a. + n-nf-s; "the hour") Oepioat,
Gepilw (inf.purp./aa; "to reap/harvest”) 1ii6ev éoyouat (viaa--3s) ot (causal conj.) o
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Geprauds (d.a. + n-nm-s; "the harvest/time for reaping"; used 13x) ti¢c 1 yig. yi (d.a. +
n-gf-s; "the earth/land") énpdvén énpaivew (viap--3s; lit. dried out/parched/to wither;

hence "is over ripe"; used 15x)

GNT Revelation 14116 kol Poter O ka®huevoc éml The vedéAne to Spémavor adtod em
v yAY kol €Beplodn 1) yA.

NAS Revelation 14:16 And He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth;
and the earth was reaped. «a/ (ch) 0 kabruevoc kabnuer (d.a. + subs.ptc./p/d/nm-s;
"He who sat/the One sitting") éni (pg) thic 1 vegéine vegéin (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the
cloud") &aiev Pdiiw (viaa--3s; "cast/swung") avrol avtds (npgm3s) 10 Spémavov
(d.a. + n-an-s; "sickle") éri (pa) v n yiv vij (d.a. + n-af-s) kel (ch) 1 yA. (d.a. +
n-nf-s) €0epiobn Gepilw (viap--3s; "was reaped/harvested")

ANALYSIS VERSES 14 — 16:

1. Vss.14-20 introduces us to the 3 final angels of this section.

2. Their modus operandi is distinctly different from the first 3 as they are seen
interacting on behalf of the son of man 9 (vss.14-16) and the temple which is in
heaven (vss.17-20).

3. Both individual scenarios deal with the principle of harvest.

4. This first is an unnamed harvest with the second specifically noted as a grape
harvest.

5. Both harvest motifs utilize a sharp sickle as the preferred tool of the one pictured
reaping.

6. It is the second scenario that explicitly denotes that the sickle represents a form of
judgment tying both motifs together under the concept of judgment from God.

7. There are 3 plausible possibilities presented by commentaries with respect to these 2
images and their relationship:

A. The first sees the two images portraying the same event, the physical destruction
of God’s enemies at the 2"® Advent.

B. The second sees the first relating to the harvest of believers during Daniel’s 70"
week with the second dealing with the destruction of the negative at Armegeddon.

C. A third more recently advanced possibility is the first represents the rapture with
the second referring to the wicked at Armegeddon.

8. All three possibilities correctly recognize that the 2" image is judgment of the wicked
at the 2" Advent leaving only the 1* obscure in scope.

9. Of the 1™ image, the 3" scenario of sub-point C is of least possibility as:

A. It is incongruous with the contextual overtone of this chapter centering on events
in or stemming from Daniel’s 70" week.

B. It destroys the obvious chronological flow established in the presentation of the 1*
three angels.
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The concept of harvesting in agriculture denotes the act of reaping the farmers
planted produce for the purpose of separating that of value from that which is
worthless gathering that reaped for its intended purposes. Mat.6:26; Luk.12:24
Metaphorically, it looks to the act of separating believers from unbelievers for God’s
intended purposes. Cp.Mat.24:24,26; Luk.19:21-22, these sections of the two
parables deal with the fact that God reaps based on volition and application of
others.

It is the general concept of separation of +V from —V that best fits the 1* harvest and
judgment in view. Cp.Joh.3:19-21.

It is to be viewed as a spiritual harvest that will be experientially evidenced at the 2™
Advent.

The 2" grape harvest is then to be viewed as an experiential gathering of harvest
giving evidence to the validity of the separation in the 1* harvest.

The 1* image actually possesses ingredients of both sub-points A & B of point 7.

It combines both an act of separating believers from unbelievers focusing in on the
end result with the destruction of God’s enemies at the 2"® Advent.

At the same time, it will keep the chronological flow represented by all 6 angels
intact.

John begins with his usual phrasing denoting an important change in his vision, “And
I looked, and behold”.

The highlight of this visionary change now focuses on “a white cloud, and sitting on
the cloud one like a son of man, having a golden wreath on His head, and a sharp
sickle in His hand”.

The phrase “son of man” undoubtedly refers to Jesus Christ as the phrase is only
used 2x in Revelation with the other clearly in reference to His Person. Rev.1:13

It is a favorite expression Christ used of Himself throughout the Gospels. Mat.8:20;
9:6; 10:23; et al; Mar.2:10; et al; Luk.5:24; et al; Joh.1:51; et al

It is probably the vision of Christ sitting on a white cloud that leads some
interpreters to think only the 2™ Advent is now pictured.

They equate the white cloud with Christ and the massive cloud of hosts
accompanying Him at the 2" Advent also in white. Rev.19:14 cp.1:7

However, at the 2" Advent proper Christ will return sitting on a white horse
(Rev.19:11) with an overt disposition of one ready for battle (Rev.19:12-13), both
ingredients clearly missing in our image.

The adjective “like/resembling/0uoLog — homoios™ used to identify Christ indicates
that this imagery is symbolic in nature.

The cloud symbolizes the throne room of God interacting with mankind on earth.
Mat.17:5; Mar.9:7; Luk.9:34-35

That it is white symbolizes God’s glory as seen in His +R. Cp.Rev.1:14; 20:11; etc.
These symbolic features together looks to Christ operating from the vantage of the
throne room postured to express the righteousness of God towards mankind.

Christ is then further described as having “a golden victor’s wreath on His head”.
That the wreath is made of gold indicates His faithfulness to the POG as Messiah.
This points to the success of His Person with emphasis on His humanity in His work
on the cross at the 1** Advent.
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This qualifies Him to assume this posture on behalf of God’s +R indicating His legal
right to judge mankind as represented by this harvest.

As previously noted, the sharp sickle in His hand looks to judgment and that Christ
wields the tool of legal victory in +R necessary to execute the judgment in view.

This sets the stage for this harvest.

In vs.15, we are then introduced to the 1*' of the final 3 angels, “And another angel
came out of the temple, crying out with loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud”.
That this is “another of the same kind” of angel iterates the continuity of all the
angels giving messages of chronological import.

“The temple” in view is the heavenly temple that assumed center stage contextually
in 11:19 and further clarified in 14:17.

As noted in 11:19, the temple was opened in conjunction with the 7™ trumpet
aligning the mid-point of Daniel’s 70" week chronologically with the DOL.

It is the DOL proper that emphasis God’s direct hand in judgment against the world
in the final 3 %2 years.

The angel now in view is said to come out of the temple previously pictured as
closed prior to the mid-point.

As noted, its closing pictured the fact that the earthly temple in Israel was operating
according to Divine design; its opening looking to the neutralization of temple
operation via Antichrist halting sacrifice.

The harvest now to occur therefore emphasizes the final half of the 7 years.

That the angel cries out with a loud voice is designed to emphasize the urgency of
this harvest in the scheme of things.

That Christ is still viewed as remaining seated on the cloud looks to His established
disposition to execute this interactive judgment upon the world.

It is one’s attitude towards His Person that effectuates this judgment.

There are those that have a problem with an angel giving orders to Christ.

However, when it is viewed in the context of an angelic dispatcher on behalf of the
Father’s plan for Christ, the imperatives project a correct authoritative intent.

The order for this judgment to commence is then given in vs.15b, “Put in your sickle
and reap”.

The verb “Put in/méunw — pempo” literally means to “send out” or to “dispatch”
causing movement from one place to another.

It focuses on the sender more that the act of the sender.

It looks to Christ as the power or force behind the act of harvesting.

It implicates His Person as the real cause of separation and gathering that occurs
under the principle of harvesting.

The order is then followed by two causal clauses:

A. Because the hour to reap has come.

B. Because the harvest of the earth is ripe.

The term “the hour” is used in Revelation both to indicate the entirety of the
tribulation (Rev.3:10; 14:7; 17:12) and to indicate a time more specifically within the
7 years (Rev.9:15; 11:13; 18:10,17,19).

While the principle of this harvest could be applied throughout the 7 years, context
emphasizes more specifically the time period constituting the DOL and the final 3 Y2
years.
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The 2™ causal clause then reveals the condition of the earth for this harvest.

The verb “is ripe/tnpaivw — xeraino” literally means to be dried out, parched, to
wither and indicates that which is to be harvested is over ripe, spoiled or in an almost
worthless state.

Metaphorically is looks to the reality of +V “dying out/drying up” and being non-
productive. Mat.13:6; 21:19-21; Mar.4:6; Joh.15:6

This looks to the non-productive spiritual landscape of the world inherent in the latter
half of the 7 years.

The harvest now is to be viewed against the backdrop and affect of evangelizing by
the 1* 3 messenger angels.

By all appearances from this verse, the bulk of believers coming out of Daniel’s 70"
week will make the SAJG within the 1** half.

Yet, even out of that harvest (cp.Joh.4:35 for its use in that vein), unbelievers will
dominate the volitional landscape.

By the mid-point and establishing of the image in Jerusalem, the world will evidence
its position of unbelieving dominance under the authority of Antichrist. Rev.13:7

The volume of negative dominance becomes so great and the remaining potential of
+V so sparse that judgment by God is now imminent.

This is the critical and urgent nature of this harvest.

The harvest itself looks to one final “swing” of judgment by Christ during Daniel’s
70™ week to separate the remaining +V existing from the masses of —V now
established.

It reflects the application of a universal judgment by God in time now deemed to be at
a very strategic point in history, the final ¥ of Daniel’s 70" week. Cp.Joh.3:19-21
Christ is the object of faith that determines on which side of this judgment that one
will find themselves.

With the 2™ Advent a short 3 V2 years (only 28 months in real time) away, time is
viewed as critical for Christ to reap what +V remains.

Hence, its emphasis on harvesting believers from unbelievers.

The evidence that will be forthcoming and the results of this harvest will unfold at
the 2™ Advent proper.

It is at that time that Christ will physically separate all believers from unbelievers that
survive the trib. Mat.25:31-46

At that time he will reveal the existing fruit of His harvest as that which is of value
and that worthless destined to be destroyed.

In that sense, this harvest further views the destruction of Christ’s enemies in His
separation of harvest.

In vs.16 we are told that Christ complies with the order, “And He who sat on the
cloud swung His sickle over the earth; and the earth was reaped”.

The visual of Christ sitting on a cloud that would be elevated above earth and
swinging His sickle to harvest below him again pictures Christ actions from the
literal vantage point of the 3™ heaven.

Yet it pictures His Person in close association with the world intervening on its
behalf.

The verb “swung/Baiiw — ballow” literally means “to cast/throw”.
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79. 1t is used in another agricultural metaphor in the NT for sowing the seed of BD upon
the ground of volition and its resultant crop and harvesting. Mar.4:26

80. It use here parallels the sowing of evangelizing by the 3 messenger angels and now
Christ ultimately reaping the final results.

81. This harvest is likened to a grain harvest producing believers setting aside that being
worthless.

82. With the stage of this harvest being set separating +V from -V, we are now prepared
for the next grape harvest of judgment that deals with gathering the masses of
unbelievers.
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EXEGESIS VERSES 17 — 20:

GNT Revelation 14:17 Kol éAloc dyyerog EERABe & ToD vood T0D &v TQ 0dpav® Exwy
Kl o0TOg Spémavov L.

NAS Revelation 14:17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven,
and he also had a sharp sickle. A« (cc) diioc (a--nm-s; "another" of the same kind)
dyyetog (n-nm-s) €éHAberv ééépyouat (viaa--3s) éx (pAbl) tob 6 veob veos (d.a. + n-
Ablm-s; "the temple") 700 o (d.a./gms; "the one/which") év (pL) t¢& 0 olparg olpavis
(d.a. + n-dm-s; ref. 3rd heaven) avro¢ avrde (npnm3s) kel (adjunct.; "also") Eywv éyw
(circ..ptc./p/p/anm-s; "having")  0fU. OfU¢ (a--an-s;, "a sharp") Jpémavov (n-an-s;

"sickle")

GNT Revelation 14:18 Kal #Aloc &yyehoc &ERAGer & tod Buoieotnplov 6 Exwv
¢Eovolar €ml Tod TuPOg, Kol épvmoer dwrf deyadn TGO €yovtL TO dpémavor TO OFL
Aéywv, TTéupov cou T0 Spémawov TO OEL kal TPUYnoov Toug POTpuag TAC GuTEAOL THC
vAic, 6tL fkpaoay al otaduial adThc.

NAS Revelation 14:18 And another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out
from the altar; Kol (cc) diloc (a--nm-s) dyyeloc (n-nm-s) o éywv éw (d.a. +
adj.ptc./p/a/nm-s) éfovoiav éovoia (n-af-s; "authority”) émi (pg; Over") tob 10 TUPUS,
mp (d.a. + n-gn-s; "the fire")  énHiGer éfépyouar (viaa--3s) éx (pAbl) tob 0
Quoraornpiov Bvoixoripiov (d.a. + n-gn-s; "the altar") and he called with a loud
voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, «al (cc) épavnoer pwvéw (viaa--3s;
"called out") ueydin uéyeg (a--If-s) ¢wrn (n-df-s) t@ o €yovre éyw (subs.ptc./p/a/dm-
s; "to the one having"; ref. the preceding angel) 10 6fv ofUv¢ (d.a. + a--an-s; "the
sharp") t0 dpémavov (d.a. + n-an-s; "sickle") Aéywv, Aéyw (circ.ptc./p/a/nm-s) ''Putin
your sharp sickle, and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her
grapes are ripe." l&ujor méunw (vimpaa--2s; "send/dispatch/put it") ocov ou (npg-2s)
70 OfV OfUg (a--an-s; "sharp") 10 dpémavov (d.a. + n-an-s; "sickle”) kel (cc) tpvynoov
pvydw (vimpaa--2s; "gather/harvest") tovs o Portpues forpuvs (d.a. + n-am-p; "the
clusters/bunches"; hapax) th¢ n auméilov aumeiog (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the vine"; used 9x)
the 0 yiig, vh (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the earth"; in apposition to vine) otL (causal conj.) avtic.
avtoc (npgf3s; ref. vine of the earth) «i 1 oraguial oraguirn (d.a. + n-nf-p; "grape
clusters"; used 3x) fHkuaoay dxuddw (viaa--3p; "at their prime/fully ripe"; hapax)
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ONT Revelation 14:19 kel Parer & &yyehoc to Spémavov adrod eic Ty viv kel
ér,pl')ynoev ™y aumerov The YAC kel €Purev elg tny Anpov tod Bupod tod Beod tov
wéya.

NAS Revelation 14:19 And the angel swung his sickle to the earth, and gathered /e
clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the
wrath of God. «al (ch) o0 dyyeios (d.a. + n-nm-s) &paler Paiiw (viaa--3s;
"cast/threw/swung") avtob avtds (npgm3s) 10 dpémavov (d.a. + n-an-s; "sickle"”) eic
(pa) T n yiv yi (da. + n-af-s) kel (ch) érpUynoer tpvydw (viaa--3s;
"gathered/harvested") "the clusters from" supplied tnv 1 dunciov dumnelos (d.a. + n-af-
s; "the vine") the n yiic ¥h (d.a. + n-gf-s) kai (cc/ch) &Paier Paiiw (viaa--3s;
"threw/cast") elc (pa) tov o uéyav. uéyas (d.a. + a--am-s; "the great") tnv n Anvov
Anvog (d.a. + n-am-s; lit. a tub/vat or trough shaped receptacle; "winepress'; used 5x)

00 0 Quuod Guudg (d.a. + n-gm-s; "wrath") 700 0 6eob bedg (d.a. + n-gm-s)

GNT Revelation 14:20 kol émation f Anvdc Ewdev Thc Téhewe kol EERABer aipe & Thc
Anrod &ypL TOV YeALYOV TV {TTov G0 otedlwy yLAlwy eEoakoolwy.

NAS Revelation 14:20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood
came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two
hundred miles. «a/ (cc) 71 Anvdc (d.a. + n-nf-s; "the wine press”) ématnfn maréw
(viap--3s; "was tradden/trampled/stomped or treaded on") éwBev (pg; "outside") tic 1
modews moAig (d.a. + n-gf-s; "the city") kai (ch) aiua (n-nn-s; "blood") éHiGer
éépyouar (viaa--3s; "came out") éx (pAbl) the n Anvob Anvoc (d.a. + n-Ablf-s; "the
wine press") dypt (pg; "as far as/up to") twv o yelwwdv yelivds (d.a. + n-gm-p; "the
bridle/bit"; used 2x) twv o {mnwy (o (d.a. + n-gm-p; "horse" in apposition to bridle,
hence, horses' bridle) dano (pg) yiilwy yidior (card. adj/gm-p; "a thousand")
ééarooiwy. éfaxooror (card. adj/gm-p; "six hundred") otadiwv ortdéiog (n-gm-p;
"stadia"; a measurement of ~600 ft.; 1600 x 600 = 960,000 divided by 5,280 per mile =
~182 miles)

ANALYSIS VERSES 17 — 20:

1. Most commentaries recognize this metaphorical harvest as dealing with —V at the 2™
Advent.
2. More specifically, it is the judgment against the nations at Armageddon.
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3. The imagery pointing to that fact will be addressed per vs.20.

4. With the harvesting of +V affectively removing believers from participation in the
Antichrist occult, unbelievers are left to totally dominate the political and spiritual
landscape.

5. Vs.17 introduces us to the next angel in sequence, “And another angel came out of
the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle”.

6. Again, that these angels are all another of the same kind points to the continuity of
chronological flow established with all 6 angels of chapter 14.

7. It is vs.17 that specifically identifies for us the temple in view in both imageries as
the heavenly temple.

8. That this angel appears coming from the temple points to his mission as a dispatch
from God to facilitate this aspect of His plan.

9. This angel too is equipped with a sharp sickle that represents an act of judgment
fully prepared to be executed.

10. Vs.18 introduces the final of the sextet angels, “And another angel, the one who has
power over fire, came out from the altar”.

11. We are reintroduced now to the same angel previously introduced in Rev.8:3-5.

12. As noted in the exegesis of 8:3-5, this angel has been commissioned to monitor the
heavenly altar of incense designed to collect all the prayers of tribulational saints
presented before God.

13. Their prayers are imprecatory relating to God’s intervention of judgment on behalf of
His people. Cp.Rev.6:9-11

14. The angel having power over fire looks to his role of representing God’s timing for
execution of His judgments in response to the prayers. Rev.8:5

15. As noted in 8:3, “...much incense was given to him that he might add it to the prayers
of all the saints”.

16. This indicates that though judgments from God will be executed throughout the trib
on believer’s behalf, many other prayers are forthcoming demanding a future final
resolution in judgment.

17. That the angel is now pictured coming out from the altar indicates that the prayer
quota has been filled and judgment is ready to commence its final act.

18. This angel then instructs the previous angel as to timing for judgment, “and he
called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, ‘Put in your
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her
grapes are ripe’”.

19. Again, as with the 1*' harvest angel, the loud voice iterates the critical nature and
urgency in executing this harvest.

20. The language of grape harvesting contextually is a cross reference to Joe.3:13.

21. The prophetic vision of Joel looks to the latter days and God’s judgment upon the
nations and the wicked at the 2" Advent. Joe.3

22. Other references in the OT for grape harvesting metaphorically denoting Divine
judgment include:

A. National Israel. Isa.5:3-7

B. The -V at the 2" Advent. Isa.63:1-6

C. Jerusalem/Israel. Lam.1:15
23. The angel is then told to swing his scythe and gather the clusters.
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The emphasis on this harvesting act is to collect and gather the produce to be used.
The aspect of separation in harvesting has been fulfilled via the 1** harvest of vss.14-
16.

The term “clusters/Botpuc — botrus” is a hapax and denotes a cluster or bunch of
grapes that are fully mature.

. The term botrytis (Botrytis Cinerea) refers to a fungus that attaches itself to grapes

that have been left on the vine until late in the season.

That is how it is to be understood here referring to grapes that have been on the vine
to and even past their maturity.

The phrase, “vine of the earth” is epexegetical explaining the origin of this grape
vine.

In contrast to believers that are of the “vine” of Christ (Joh.15:1-8), these are
unbelievers that find their place in this world alone.

They are those that have embraced Antichrist and have their spiritual roots in the
things of this earth, not heavenly.

We are then told why the timing is indeed critical, “because her grapes are ripe”.
The term “ripe/akpalw — akmazo” too is a hapax complimenting the term “clusters”
indicating things are at their prime, in full bloom and at their peak.

Metaphorically, both terms combined indicate that mankind has reached a saturation
and maturation point in their evil demanding God’s immediate judgment.

It looks to the end of Daniel’s 70" week with —V being fully mature and it is time for
the gathering of harvest to commence.

This situation in the final period of pre-millennial history is said by Christ to parallel
the situation that existed just prior to the flood. Mat.24:37-39

In vs.19, the preceding angel responds, “And the angel swung his sickle to the
earth, and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into
the great wine press of the wrath of God.

The Greek term ‘Baiiw — ballo” is used 2x in vs.19 translated “swung” and “threw”
commensurately.

This indicates the violent action associated with this judgment.

The phrase “vine of the earth” is singular in both vss.18,19 to denote a collective
singular picturing all unbelievers that are a part of this judgment grouped together.
The great wine press that they are thrown into is described for us as the wrath of
God.

The genitive of God is best taken as a subjective indicating His Person producing the
wrath in response to the evil of men.

The wine press echoes the fulfillment of Isa.63:2-6.

The entire scenario metaphorically is designed to be very graphic to indicate the
degree God’s wrath will be unleashed at this particular event.

That angels are seen to be involved emphasizes the role of the angelic host in serving
Christ to facilitate His judgments and return at this time in history.

This particular angel will be responsible to ensure any further restraints are removed
for the nations to assemble themselves under the Antichrist banner at this final battle.
Cp.Rev.9:14

The setting for this scene is further described for us in Rev.19:17-19.
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As those verses reveal, carrion birds will have a “hey day” upon the conclusion of this
battle highlighting the death and carnage of God’s wrath executed by the hand of
Christ.

The volume of death is then further described for us in vs.20, “And the wine press
was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the
horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles”.

That these negative unbelievers have been gathered and cast into the wine vat, the
next step for processing is to extract the “juice” from the grapes.

. The passive tense of “was trodden/matéw - pateo” now indicates a new outside

source involved in the actual crushing process for this vintage harvest.
That outside agent is to be understood as the Person of Christ that returns to face His
enemies at Megiddo. Cp.Isa.63:2-3, 5-6
The process for making wine for centuries and even still today (though rare) is for
individuals to enter the vats barefoot and stomp the grapes to liquefy the fruit
releasing their juice and pulp.
Normally, several would be involved in crushing the grapes, but here Christ treads
the grapes alone.
The event itself is said to occur “outside the city” with Jerusalem as the antecedent.
Rev.11:8
This indicates that Christ’s enemies will not be destroyed within Jerusalem but nearby
in Israel.
The exact location is Megiddo a.k.a. as Armageddon (Rev.16:16) and Valley of
Jehoshaphat (Joe.3:2,12).

Cana

MEGIDDO
* Magdala *

hata  Galilee Tiherias

Piain of Nazﬁlrﬁ%aum Takor

Eszdraelon « Main
I¥athey of

Hazar Gaolan
Heights

. Dethsaica

Seq of
Galiles

g . Megigddu Jerrea!
Dora [Armageddon)

Scythopolis =

«Caesarea | MNarbata :
+ Ginae

Samaria

Daily Bible Study

wwrw keyway.ca

The Hebrew term ‘“valley” means ‘“wide/open valley” and the name Jehoshaphat
means ‘“Yahweh judges”.

Since the 4™ century AD, the Kidron Valley has been named the Valley of
Jehoshaphat.
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60. It is the ambition of every pious Jew to be buried on the slopes of this valley, to be at
hand at the resurrection.

61. However the Kidron is actually a ravine, not a broad valley located in Jerusalem.

62. The term Armageddon (Hebrew Har Magedon) means Mount Megiddo that is located
North of Jerusalem in the Jezreel Valley.

63. Jezreel Valley has been the focus of numerous conflicts over history and has been
called the battlefield of nations.

64. This site of Megiddo has had at least two dozen different occupiers over the centuries
to include, Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, Persia and Rome. Cp.Rev.17:10

65. Modern historians believe more battles have been fought at this location than
anywhere else on earth with no less than 34 battles fought and 20x built, destroyed
and rebuilt.

66. This valley or plain runs from Haifa to below Nazareth is only about 20 miles long
and 7 miles wide.

67. However, Jezreel is often used in general to refer to the entire flat from the coast to
the Jordan River at Beth-shan.

68. The Haron Valley ties Jezreel with the Jordan Valley.
69. It is the Jordan Valley that is part of the Great Rift Valley that stretches all the way
South to the Gulf of Agaba.
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This is important as it provides a contiguous run of valleys over 200 miles long in
fulfillment of the remainder of vs.20.

It is at the Valley of Jezreel that the nations of the world will congregate to do battle
with Christ at the 2" Advent.

The metaphor then takes a turn to the literal in describing the blood shed spilled at the
hands of Christ as blood up to the horses’ bridles with a distance of 1600 stadia.

It is clear that the wrath of God will not be tempered in any way with mercy, grace
or leniency as He will kill all assembled to oppose Him.

Christ’s weapon of choice for this great battle will be the sword which came from the
mouth of Him. Rev.19:21

Some have attempted to take the term “blood/aipue — haima” as a reference to grape
juice, yet it is not so used elsewhere in the NT in that vein.

It is literal blood in view and indicates a blood bath of battle of enormous
proportions.

It produces a river of blood as high as the horses’ bridles, with an average horse
being 15 hands (one hand = ~4 inches) high or a depth of ~4 foot +.

The river of blood itself is said to extend for 1600 stadia with a stadia ~600 ft. or a
distance of ~180+ miles.

Obviously the view looks at the blood congregating in depressions (wadis/streams)
running along the Jezreel Valley opening towards the Jordon and South.

We must recognize too that the slaughter does not take place all in one specific area
as Christ is described as coming from Bozrah in Edom (Isa.63:1) located in modern
Jordon S.E. of the Dead Sea about 80 miles South of Damascus.

. All the armies of the North, East, West and South will surround Israel indicating a

massive front line of offence stretching from the Valley of Jezreel East and then
South for an unspecified distance.

That Christ comes from Bozrah, the logical approach would be to commence attack
on the most southern flank of battle working His way North and West ending at
Armageddon.

. Further we would note that not all men, women and children of the nations will

actively participate in this great army.

Many will be left behind in the normal course of home life not qualified to serve or
for other purposes, though the army would probably account for the majority of
eligible males from the world.

We make that point to denote that by all appearances there will be one final act of
separation of remaining living believers from unbelievers post-Armageddon.

The is the final separation Christ speaks of in Mat.25.31{f

This will occur upon Christ’s formal ordination as King.

This scenario isolates events surrounding the 2" Advent and return of Christ
completing the chronological flow of the sextet angels.
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